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 News From AKC 
Published www.akc.org 

 

NEW BREEDS FOR 2014  
Three New Breeds Compete in 2014  
 
There are three new breeds competing at Westminster in 
2014. The American Kennel Club determines the eligibility of 
breeds to compete at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show 
and at any other shows held by AKC member clubs. Generally, 
the AKC will consider a breed for recognition if the breed 
shows sufficient numbers and geograpnhic distribution in this 
country, and a growing interest is demonstrated by an active 
parent club. For a listing of breed parent clubs, click here. 
 
Here are the new breeds for 2014: 
 
RAT TERRIER (Terrier Group) 
 Beyond being a farm dog, Rat Terriers have proven them-
selves to be a versatile, multipurpose breed with a playful, 
happy-go-lucky attitude. They are an all-in-one dog-able to do 
virtually anything they are trained to do-and they are easily 
trainable and exceptionally intelligent. They excel in confor-
mation, agility, obedience, rally obedience, terrier racing, 
earthdog, barn hunt and lure coursing. They are capable of 
hunting rodents and vermin above and below ground. They 
make fine therapy and service dogs. And they are loyal friends 
and companions-especially for families.  
 
 
PORTUGUESE PODENGO PEQUENO (Hound Group) 
 The smallest of the Podengo family, this active rabbit hunter 
has a history that goes back to antiquity. He is still used today 
by avid huntsmen in his native Portugal. To manage the terrain 
in different parts of Portugal, the Portuguese Podengo Pe-
queno come in two coat varieties, smooth and wire. The word 
Pequeno means small or miniature. He is the smallest of three 
sizes... Grand, Medio and Pequeno. The Pequeno is the only of 
the three that should be longer than tall. With proper socializa-
tion this intelligent breed is a delightful companion and willing 
participant in agility, obedience, hunting and lure coursing, as 
well as conformation. 
 
 
CHINOOK (Working Group) 
 Developed in New Hampshire in the 1920s, the Chinook is a 
true American breed. In 2009, the Chinook was named New 
Hampshire's State Dog. Chinooks are highly trainable, intelli-
gent, athletic, working dogs that excel in obedience, agility, 
therapy work, tracking, and lure coursing, as well as dog pow-
ered sports such as sledding, bikejoring, scootering, and 
carting. Above all, the Chinook is cherished as a loving com-
panion, happily going wherever the family ventures. Chinooks 
require only an occasional bath, brushing, and toenail trim-
ming. Chinooks are a healthy, robust breed with a life expec-
tancy of 12 to 15 years. 
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9. When opening the door for trick-or-treaters, take care that 
your cat or dog doesn't dart outside.  
 
10. IDs, please! Always make sure your dog or cat has proper 
identification. If for any reason your pet escapes and becomes 
lost, a collar and tags and/or a microchip can be a lifesaver, in-
creasing the chances that he or she will be returned to you  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween Costume Safety Tips for Your Dog 
 We’re approaching that time of year when our little ghosts and 
goblins will be out parading in the night. If you decide to take 
your dog with you while “trick or treating” with the kids this 
year, there are some basic safety issues to consider. 

  

If you want to dress your dog up, keep it simple. Your dog 
doesn’t necessarily have to be put in a full costume. Think about 
a bandanna or decorative collar. These may be just the right 
touch. If your dog can tolerate wearing a full costume and actu-
ally likes it, pick one that fits comfortably. If it is too tight, it 
could cut off circulation, restrict movement, obstruct breathing 
or cause sore spots. If the costume is too loose, your dog can 
trip or become tangled. Accessories such as strings, capes, belts, 
etc., can get caught on objects in your house. Your dog could 
also ingest parts of the costume, i.e. loose fabric or buttons, and 
choke. If your dog swallows the part, this could cause a blockage 
or irritation in the gastrointestinal tract. 

  

When you’re outside going door to door- and it will most likely 
be dark - make sure the costume is reflective so that your dog 
can be easily seen by drivers. Reflective tape can be bought at 
the store, cut into strips and then applied to the costume. 

  

If the costume is too heavy, your dog could overheat and/or 
become exhausted. If your dog is excessively panting or lagging 
behind, this should be a clue for you to remove the costume. 

  

It’s a smart idea to get your dog used to wearing the costume 
you have selected. Have him wear it several times before the 
actual day so he’s comfortable with the new outfit. 

  

Dogs can easily become frightened or spooked by loud or unu-
sual sounds on Halloween night and may try to run away from 
you. Should this happen, having his ID tag in place will help with 
his return. Dogs that become stressed in new atmospheres may 
be more comfortable staying at home in a quiet room away 
from the sounds of the doorbell and trick or treaters. 

These tips can help make your Halloween night safe and fun. 

Halloween Safety Tips 
Published: www.aspca.org 

 

No Scaredy Cats This Halloween: Top 10 Safety Tips for Pet 
Parents  
 
Attention, animal lovers, it's almost the spookiest night of the 
year! The ASPCA recommends taking some common sense 
precautions this Halloween to keep you and your pet saying 
"trick or treat!" all the way to November 1.  
 
1. No tricks, no treats: That bowl of candy is for trick-or-
treaters, not for Scruffy and Fluffy. Chocolate in all forms—
especially dark or baking chocolate—can be very dangerous 
for dogs and cats. Candies containing the artificial sweetener 
xylitol can also cause problems. If you do suspect your pet has 
ingested something toxic, please call your veterinarian or the 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center at (888) 426-4435.  
 
2. Popular Halloween plants such as pumpkins and decorative 
corn are considered to be relatively nontoxic, but they can 
produce stomach upset in pets who nibble on them.  
 
3. Wires and cords from electric lights and other decorations 
should be kept out of reach of your pets. If chewed, your pet 
might suffer cuts or burns, or receive a possibly life-
threatening electrical shock.  
 
4. A carved pumpkin certainly is festive, but do exercise 
caution if you choose to add a candle. Pets can easily knock a 
lit pumpkin over and cause a fire. Curious kittens especially 
run the risk of getting burned or singed by candle flames.  
 
5. Dress-up can be a big mess-up for some pets. Please don't 
put your dog or cat in a costume UNLESS you know he or she 
loves it (yup, a few pets are real hams!). For pets who prefer 
their “birthday suits,” however, wearing a costume may cause 
undue stress.  
 
6. If you do dress up your pet, make sure the costume isn't 
annoying or unsafe. It should not constrict the animal's 
movement or hearing, or impede his ability to breathe, bark 
or meow. Also, be sure to try on costumes before the big 
night. If your pet seems distressed, allergic or shows 
abnormal behavior, consider letting him go au naturale or 
donning a festive bandana.  
 
7. Take a closer look at your pet’s costume and make sure it 
does not have small, dangling or easily chewed-off pieces that 
he could choke on. Also, ill-fitting outfits can get twisted on 
external objects or your pet, leading to injury.  
 
8. All but the most social dogs and cats should be kept in a 
separate room away from the front door during peak trick-or-
treating hours. Too many strangers can be scary and stressful 
for pets.  
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Dog Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 
(OCD 

Published: www.petwave.com/Dogs/Dog-Health-Center 

 
Obsessive compulsive disorder is a mental illness that 
causes constant repetitive motion. Many dogs that suffer 
from this disease have been exposed to extremely stress-
ful environments. The constant repetitive motions that 
OCD dogs engage in are normal activities. It’s just that 
they engage in these activities over and over again. 
  
Our canine companions are like us in so many ways, but 
unfortunately that is not always a good thing. Like peo-
ple, dogs have the potential to suffer from a number of 
mental and emotional disorders. Obsessive compulsive 
disorder (OCD) is one of them. Animals with obsessive 
compulsive disorder engage in activities that occasionally 
are normal for its species, but they engage in them in an 
abnormally and alarmingly repetitious manner. Dogs and 
people who suffer from OCD display eerily similar symp-
toms. In severe cases, OCD can contribute to serious 
health problems and can dramatically affect both the 
animal’s and the owner’s quality of life. Interestingly, in 
most cases, dogs with OCD seem unaware that their be-
havior is out of the ordinary. 
 
The repetitive behaviors that dogs with OCD engage in 
are otherwise normal in small doses. They become clini-
cally problematic when the dog engages in them purpose-
lessly, ritualistically and destructively, in a manner be-
yond anything that conceivably could be considered ap-
propriate in the daily routine of a normal dog. Some of 
the most common behaviors seen in dogs with obsessive 
compulsive disorders include one or more of the follow-
ing: 
 
•Barking  •Digging 
•Scratching •Licking 
•Pacing  •Circling 
•Tail-chasing •Fence-running 
•Flank-sucking (often seen in Doberman Pinschers) 
•Chewing (often on rocks, fabric, furniture or their own 
tail, paws or nails) 
•Inappropriate elimination (in the house or other unusual 
places) 
 
Again, most healthy dogs engage in some or all of these 
behaviors from time to time. Dogs with obsessive com-
pulsive disorders repeat them over and over, and then 
over again. In many cases, the behaviors are more annoy-
ing than actually harmful. Unfortunately, some dogs with 
OCD can cause dangerous physical damage to themselves 
or to property if the condition is not brought under con-
trol. Some of the other things owners may notice that can 
arise from OCD include: 

 
•Open weeping sores, which can deteriorate into secondary 
bacterial infections 
 •Licking and chewing at obvious wounds, despite the pain 
 •Bleeding paws and toes (from digging or chewing) 
 •Changes in vocalization (from chronic barking) 
 •Loss of hair, particularly around the flank 
 
Dogs with obsessive compulsive disorder can display other 
behavioral and psychological problems as well. They may: 
 •Startle easily 
 •Shy away from physical contact 
 •Have problems relating to or interacting with familiar 
people and animals in ordinary situations 
 •Have severe separation anxiety when apart from their 
owners (separation anxiety is a separate recognized 
disorder) 
 •Display aggression 
  
If your dog displays unusual repetitive behavior(s) 
suggestive of OCD, schedule an appointment to discuss the 
situation with your veterinarian. There are a number of 
medical, behavioral and supportive therapeutic options that 
can help calm the symptoms of this condition in companion 
dogs. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In order to really enjoy a dog, one doesn't merely try to 
train him to be semihuman. The point of it is to open 
oneself to the possibility of becoming partly a dog." - 
Edward Hoagland 
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Dog Stories: Tim Tebow on Otis, His 
Comeback Dog 

We know him for football and his faith, but 
long before he was famous on the field, 
Tebow showed true grit in saving his 
treasured pet. 

by Tim Tebow from "Through My Eyes"  
 
For my birthday weekend the summer before my junior year 
in high school, I went with my brother Robby and my friend 
Kevin to Disney World. When we returned to our farm 
outside Jacksonville, something seemed different. My mom 
met us as we pulled up in front of the house. 
“I haven’t seen Otis all weekend,” she said. She seemed 
pretty unsettled. 
Otis (the “first greeter”) was always excited to see everyone 
on their arrival. Now Mom was telling us he’d been gone all 
weekend? It wasn’t completely out of the ordinary for him to 
take off for several hours but never several days, so we all 
headed out to find him. 
I took off on foot, then decided that the car would be faster. I 
drove around the property, calling as loud as I could. I kept 
hoping Otis would come bounding and barking from behind a 
corner of somewhere. 
I made another pass down the driveway, keeping my eyes on 
the underbrush. There it was—that golden head popping up 
in the brush. I slammed on the brakes, jumped out of the car, 
and ran toward him. 
 
Otis put his head back down. In the past, he would have come 
running to me. I reached him, afraid that he’d been bitten by 
a snake. He looked fine, and I slowly and gently lifted his 
head. I still didn’t see anything wrong, until he opened his 
mouth. 
 
It was a bloody mess. His bottom jaw appeared to have been 
split down its full length, the two pieces hanging loosely. He 
was missing teeth, I would later learn, but I couldn’t tell at 
the time with all the damage and blood. I looked at his legs 
and realized that instead of being tucked under him as they 
should be, they were awkwardly splayed. Otis had been hurt 
bad, but I couldn’t figure out by what. 

 
I gently but quickly scooped him up, put him on the seat of 
the car, and raced back to the house to tell the others so we 
could head to the vet. All the way there, I was getting angrier. 
It was becoming clear that Otis hadn’t been attacked by a 
“what” but by a “who.” It looked to me like he’d been struck 
repeatedly. 

 

 
The vet agreed with my guess and suggested that this could 
have been the work of a baseball bat. “Tim, his injuries are too 
severe,” he said. Otis’s back, legs, and hips were severely dam-
aged, and his jaw was radically fractured. Surgery would have 
been extensive and expensive, and there was no guarantee 
he’d survive. Plus, the lengthy rehabilitation might prove to be 
more than he could take. 
 
So we brought Otis home to die and laid him carefully on his 
bed.  Only we forgot to tell Otis that was the plan. We forgot to 
tell him these were his last days. 
 
So every day, I carefully lifted Otis and carried him to our swim-
ming pool. I gently submerged him on my lap up to his shoul-
ders, and we rested together in the pool for a while. 
 
After I’d been doing that for a couple of weeks, I began gently 
moving his back legs and watching his reaction. We took it 
slowly and increased his range of motion over time to help his 
muscles regain some tone and strength. He didn’t seem to 
want to move them on his own, but he let me move them for 
him. Over time, I started moving my hand out from under his 
back legs, which would force him to paddle a bit to feel like he 
was staying afloat. I never took my hand off his chest and nev-
er made him paddle much. Just long enough so he could take a 
few strokes and regain some confidence and strength. 
 
It was hard to look at Otis without feeling how painful the 
attack must have been and how much he still must have hurt. 

Thankfully, he continued to get better, and over the next few 
months, with the regular pool workouts and lots of milk 
shakes—he loved vanilla—he regained the ability to walk, albe-
it with a noticeable limp. He never ran again, but after an initial 
period where he seemed ashamed or worried that he’d done 
something wrong—which made me upset at the physical inju-
ries he’d suffered—he settled back into being himself. He was a 
bit frail, but he was our Otis, no less, the one we always knew 
and loved. 
 
Otis lived to be 13 and died when Tebow was away playing 
college football. Today, the Jets quarterback owns a Rhodesian 
ridgeback named Bronx. 
 
Read more: http://www.rd.com/advice/pets/dog-stories-tim-
tebow-on-otis-his-comeback-dog/2/#ixzz3F2ulKK5T 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rd.com/advice/pets/dog-stories-tim-tebow-on-otis-his-comeback-dog/2/#ixzz3F2ulKK5T
http://www.rd.com/advice/pets/dog-stories-tim-tebow-on-otis-his-comeback-dog/2/#ixzz3F2ulKK5T
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GGDFA Newsletter 
c/o Claire Hedrick 
514 NW 127th Street 
Newberry, Fl      32669 

SecretaryΩs Notice of GGDFA Meetings 

The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,  
October 14th, promptly at 7:30 pm PINE GROVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, 4200 NW 39TH AVE, Gainesville, FL 

 

The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, October 28th. 

Training Classes

LOCATION: 
OAK HALL SCHOOL  -  Covered and lighted  

Tower Road , Gainesville 
 

hōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜκwŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ— Thursdays 6:00 pm 
With Denise Gaboury 

 

/ƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ—Thursdays 7:30 pm 

With Claire Hedrick  339-6208 

Newsletter 

The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers 
and Board of Directors. 

The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The 
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15th of each month. Materials received 
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability. 

You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

mailto:victoria@ggdfa.org

