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A DOG’S THANKSGIVING POEM 
www.waycooldogs.com/happy-thanksgiving  

 
T …..  is for Turkey, I want several slices 
H …..  is for Ham, which you cut into dices 
A …..  is for A Scoop of mashed potatoes, and sweet potatoes, too. 
N ….  is for NFL and the games that I’ll view 
K ….  is for Kibble, mix some with my dinner 
S ….   is for Stuffing, with sausage – a winner 
G ….  is for Gravy, please pour it on thick 
I ….  is for Inhale, ’cause I lick it up quick 
V …. is for Very Full, the condition I’m in 
I ….  is for my Interest in eating again 
N …. is for Nap, which I now need 
G …. is for Grateful, that you are my person; grateful I am, indeed! 
 

HAPPY 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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 News From AKC 
Published www.akc.org  

 

 

 

 
 

AKC Humane Fund Supports Domestic Violence 
Victims and Their Pets 

By Alexandra Anastasio  
 

Domestic violence statistics in America are sobering. 
Nearly one in four women and about one in seven men 
will experience severe physical violence by an intimate 
partner in their lifetime. 
 
What makes these statistics more concerning is that 
not all victims of domestic violence leave the situation 
right away. Surveys of domestic violence victims have 
indicated that nearly half have delayed leaving or 
returned to their abuser because they feared what 
could happen to their family pets. In one Utah study, 
over 70% of pet-owning victims said their abuser 
threatened, injured or even killed their family pet. 
 
Not all domestic violence shelters are able to 
accommodate pets, making the decision to leave that 
much more difficult. In order to run a pet-friendly 
domestic violence shelter, additional funds and 
resources are needed so shelters have the right tools 
to accept animals of varying sizes. 
 
During Domestic Violence Awareness month each 
October, the AKC Humane Fund helps pet-related 
organizations nationwide to provide domestic violence 
shelters with the means to welcome pets into their 
safe haven.  
 
Established in 2007, the fund’s mission is to promote 
responsible pet ownership through education, 
outreach and grant-making. 
 
The AKC Humane Fund is the leading organization 
providing financial assistance to domestic violence 
shelters that accept pets. These grants make it easier 
for domestic violence shelters to welcome pets and 
help break the cycle of domestic abuse. Through these 
grants, these shelters are able to better provide the 
necessary supplies, food and support pets need while 
keeping their families safe and out of danger 
 

“The grants are awarded on a rolling basis to not-for-
profit domestic violence shelters that accept pets and 
to not-for-profit animal shelters that provide services 
for domestic violence shelters,” says Daphna Straus, 
secretary of the AKC Humane Fund, Inc. All eligible 
organizations are encouraged to apply. 
 
Learn more or make a donation to the AKC Humane 
Fund at AKCHumaneFund.org. 
 
 

K-9 Ace Award Winner 
I am highlighting TWO of the Winners but you can re about 

all of them at: 
https://www.akchumanefund.org/blog/2014-ace-honorees 

 

Uniformed Services K-9 ACE Award Honoree 

Bruno is a 7 year old German Shepherd Dog, born in 
Czechoslovakia and selected for the Anaheim K9 unit 
when he was 22 months old. Bruno and his partner, 
Officer RJ Young have been together for 6 years. 
Bruno, who is the department’s most senior police 
dog, goes home with Officer Young every day.  
 
At home, Bruno has been at the side of Young’s three 
month old daughter, providing more proof that you 
can’t keep a good dog or a hero down. A dog’s work is 
never done! Bruno and RJ have assisted in hundreds of 
searches for violent suspects and narcotics.  
 
Among their notable “credits,” in 2009, Bruno and 
Officer Young tracked and apprehended the drunk-
driving suspect who broadsided the car that LA Angels 
Pitcher, Nick Adendart was in, killing Adendart and four 
of his friends. Most recently, Bruno and RJ were 
assigned to the Anaheim SWAT team. In March 2014, 
Bruno and RJ were called to search for an armed and 
documented gang member who had shot at two 
Orange County Probation Officers. Bruno located the 
suspect in a trash can in the yard of an apartment 
complex. The suspect opened fire and a bullet struck 
Bruno, shattering his jaw and entering his chest. The 
bullet ricocheted off Bruno’s chest plate, missing his 
heart by less than an inch but damaging part of Bruno’s 
lung.  
 
Hours of emergency surgery, performed at Yorba Linda 
Regional Animal Hospital, were required to save 
Bruno’s life. After six weeks and multiple surgeries, 
including gastric torsion surgery, Bruno left the 
hospital on May 2.  His heroics contributed to a greater 
appreciation of the dangerous work K9 units perform. 
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with Xander when they heard a child crying. “Xander 
began pulling me toward the child. I followed and he 
comforted her.” While Xander can ramp up for a group 
of children, he can also quiet down for more serious 
work. He visits hospital patients as the first four-legged 
Sky Lakes Hospital Guild member. Rodney says, “Xander 
just adjusts to the circumstances; I don’t have to say 
anything. He is the most connecting dog I’ve ever met, 
and he will connect with anyone.” At the hospital, 
Xander often visits hospice patients. He will lie quietly 
beside them and let them pet his face (something he 
usually doesn’t prefer). 
 
Xander has accomplished a great deal in the past year 
and he has been recognized for his service. Recently he 
was given the prestigious award “Purple Hands Pledge 
Ambassador” for the international organization Hands & 
Words Are Not For Hurting Project®. A number of news 
organizations have featured his good work, including 
CNN, Buzz Feed, Huffington Post, Ladies Home Journal, 
and our local Herald and News. Animalist News 
interviewed him and he was named the third most 
important pug in the nation (and the only one working 
as a therapy and service pet).  
 
The community where Xander lives needs the inspiration 
he can provide. Located in rural southern Oregon, 
Klamath County has one of the highest child abuse rates 
in the state. Poverty and unemployment levels are high, 
but people are very open to the message of hope 
Xander brings. Rodney estimates that Xander has 
touched the lives of more than two thousand people in 
Klamath County this past year and thousands more 
around the globe, including Holland, Italy, Spain, 
England, Canada, Argentina, and China. 

K-9 Ace Award Winner (CONTINUED) 
 

Bruno’s recovery has brought together a legend of 
young and old fans around the world. The notes and 
posts on social media say it best.  
 
A young boy who lost a tooth sent both his teeth and 
his tooth fairy money, $6, to Bruno’s recovery fund. 
Some sent blankets and toys. There were notes from 
“dogs” who offered to play with Bruno after he 
recovers. A local senior center donated $10 to help 
Bruno plan for his retirement years. For performing 
his duty, Bruno is credited with saving the lives of 
three officers. His resilient spirit has been remarkable. 
Steven Dunbar, DVM said that if a person had 
received the same injuries as Bruno, they might have 
been in a coma for weeks.  
 
According to Officer Young, “He is part of my team, 
my partner, my boy. I’m so overwhelmed that so 
many people see him as an Anaheim police officer 
and part of this community’s team. I couldn’t be more 
proud of my boy…He did his job perfectly…Myself and 
other officers went home that day because of him.” 

Therapy Dog ACE Award Honoree 

Xander The little blind Pug arrived at Klamath Animal 
Shelter in early January 2013. The young dog had lost 
his sight due to an accident in puppyhood and now 
had lost his home, too. Volunteers were cleaning him 
up for an adoption event when a local dog trainer saw 
him and immediately adopted him into a family of six 
other Pugs and a Chocolate Lab. Rodney and Marcie 
Beedy named him Xander and realized he would 
make a great therapy dog because of his calm 
demeanor along with his outgoing disposition. Xander 
excelled at training and soon passed his A.K.C. Good 
Citizen Test and became a registered Pet 
Partner’s Therapy Dog.  
 
He is in great demand now with Hands & Words Are 
Not For Hurting®, Klamath-Lake Child Abuse Response 
Evaluation Services, Sky Lakes Medical Center Guild, 
Klamath Hospice, and various nursing homes. Xander 
comforts abused children and visits school classes, 
local events and childcare centers. He attended an 
event with around 500 children and, according to 
Rodney, “let people touch and love him from the first 
one to the last.” 
 
Without his eyesight, Xander seems to have an 
extraordinary ability to sense children in need. At the 
Klamath Basin Potato Festival, Rodney was walking  
 



 GGDFA Newsletter — November 2018 

 

A long walk: New insight into history  
of dogs and humans  

Published www.bbc.com/news/science 

 

Dogs were part of a key moment in human history - when 
our ancestors began trying their hand at farming. 

As the first farmers moved out of the Middle East, herding 
animals such as sheep and goats, dogs tagged along too, 
say scientists. 

The DNA evidence fills in some of the gaps in the story of 
how wolves became the dogs of all shapes and sizes that 
we know today. 

Farming began in what is known as the Fertile Crescent of 
the Middle East.This includes parts of modern-day Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and Egypt. 

Humans who were living as hunter-gatherers settled down 
and started growing wild varieties of crops like wheat, 
barley, peas and lentils. They also domesticated animals 
from wild sheep, cows and pigs. About 9,000 years ago, 
they moved into Europe and Asia, taking their animals and 
farming know-how with them. 

The new study shows their dogs also went on the trip. The 
evidence comes from DNA extracted from canine remains 
found at archaeological sites across Europe and Asia. 

"Our study shows that dogs and humans have an 
intertwined story - dogs followed humans during this 
migration across Europe," said Dr Morgane Ollivier of the 
University of Rennes in France. 

"We show in this paper that dogs and humans were 

already really connected." 

The journey from wolves to dogs 
 

The story of how dogs came to be tamed from 
wolves is a complex one 

 
Dogs evolved from wolves about 20,000 to 

40,000 years ago when they were tamed by 
human hunter-gatherers 

 
They may have been tamed from two different 

populations of wolves living thousands of 
miles apart  

The long process of domestication began to alter 
the behaviour and genes of wolves and they 
eventually evolved into the dogs that we 
know today. When the dogs arrived in 
Europe, they mixed with the dogs that were 
already there, changing the gene pool.  

Centuries of dog breeding have mixed up the genes of 
dogs further. Modern dogs, of all shapes and sizes, are 
very different now to those early farm dogs who 
accompanied their owners on their travels. 

The research is published in the journal Biology 
Letters. 

 

 

 

 

Dog Haiku 
 

I lie belly-up  
In the sunshine,  

Happier than you ever will be. 
 

My human is home!  
I am so ecstatic  

I have made a puddle 
 

Look in my eyes and 
Deny it. No human could 

Love you as much I do 
 

I am your best friend, 
Now, always, and especially 

When you are eating. 
 

Dig under fence—why?  
Because it's there. Because it's There.  

Because it's there. 
 

How do I love thee? 
The ways are numberless as 

My hairs on the rug. 
 

 

 

http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/
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Pets can judge time, study says 

Published www.foxnews.com/science 

 

If sometimes you wonder if your dog is angry with you 
for staying out late, you might be right. New evidence 
suggests that animals have a clear sense of time, using 
previously undiscovered neurons that seem to switch 
on to count off minutes as they wait.  
 
The discovery was made by a team from 
Northwestern University while studying the medial 
entorhinal cortex of mice. Located in the mid-
temporal lobe, it’s the part of the brain associated 
with memory and navigation. And since it encodes 
spatial information in episodic memories, lead study 
author Daniel Dombeck theorized that it could 
function as a sort of “inner clock” as well. 
 
“There are many similarities between the brains of 
mice, cats, dogs and humans,” Dombeck told Fox 
News. “We all have a medial entorhinal cortex (the 
region we found that may act as an inner clock), so it's 
logical to think that this brain region serves a similar 
function in all of these different species.” 
 To test his theory, Dombeck and his team put a 
mouse on a physical treadmill in a virtual reality 
environment. The mouse would run (on the treadmill) 
down a hallway to a door. After six seconds, the 
“door” would open and the mouse would get a (non–
virtual reality) treat. They would repeat this a few 
times before making the door invisible. Dombeck was 
surprised to find that the mouse would still run and 
stop at the invisible door, waiting for six seconds for it 
to “open” so it could eat. Since the mouse didn’t know 
whether the door was open or closed and waited 
exactly six seconds, the team concluded that it had to 
have used its inner clock.  

 
The researchers also monitored the mouse’s brain 
activity, finding that the mouse’s neurons would fire 
as it ran. When it stopped at the door, those neurons 
would turn off before a new set began firing. These 
newly discovered neurons only fired when the mouse 
stopped, keeping track of the time the mouse was 
resting. 
 

Dombeck believes that dogs and cats more than likely 
have the same neurons that encode time. 
 “There's evidence that humans and monkeys can 
estimate time intervals using some form of an ‘inner  

clock’ and now with our work we know that mice also 
can explicitly represent time intervals in their brains 
and can perform timing tasks,” he explained. 
“Therefore, it's logical to think that animals in 
between mice and humans in the hierarchy chain, like 
our pets (dogs and cats), can also use their brains to 
estimate time intervals.”  
 
The team’s research could have an impact on humans. 
The entorhinal cortex is one of the first regions of the 
brain affected by neurodegenerative diseases like 
Alzheimer’s, and researchers could study how these 
diseases affect the new time–encoding neurons. 
“When doing basic research like we are, it's always 
difficult to know where or how your findings will make 
an impact, but it's really results from basic research 
like ours that eventually lead to better treatments or 
understanding of diseases, and sometimes even 
provide insights into how things like designing better 
computer software (by mimicking brain function),” 
Dombeck said. “Since the medial temporal lobe (the 
larger brain region that includes the medial entorhinal 
cortex) is one of the first regions affected by 
Alzheimer's disease, and since the time keeping 
properties of this part of the brain were previously 
unknown, it's not unreasonable to think that clinicians 
could soon be asking patients to estimate different 
amounts of elapsed time as part of the battery of tests 
to look for early signs of dementia.” 
 
  

 

A Thanksgiving Poem 

 Read by John O’Hurley at National Dog Show 2011 

I give pause to my paws on this day of Thanksgiving, 
Whether wide-eyed, or doe-eyed, or with eyes that 

seem hidden, 
They're focused on you, 

As I watch for a clue 
Just wink or a touch, 

Says I'm important to you. 
But my words sound like woof 

My voice kind of gruff, 
So I know that 

My thanks may seem never enough, 
But this secret I share 
With you on a whim 

All dogs speak best with what's farthest from them, 
Whether fluffy or skinny, full-sized or "a la carte" 

Always watch for our tail, 
It's attached to our heart. 

https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2018/october/yes-your-pet-can-tell-time/
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make all breeders and puppy farms "completely 
transparent and accountable" which "completely raises 
the stakes for animal welfare". 
 
"There's nowhere to hide, a pet shop can't blame the 
breeder and the breeder can't blame the pet shop," he 
said. 
 
"Everyone selling is accountable so this is a very 
exciting time for animal welfare." 
He said Lucy was a "beautiful little soul" whose 
condition when she was rescued was "so 
heartbreaking". 
 
"Lisa Garner, her owner, rehabilitated her and popped 
her in the hands of various celebrities and got this huge 
social media following and helped raised awareness 
about not only puppy farming, but rescue dog 
adoption," he said. 
 
"Then she sadly passed away and succumbed to all her 
injuries in December 2016. 
 
"We launched Lucy's Law a year after her passing as a 
tribute to her and all the breeding dogs that are hidden 
from the public." 
 
Sold online 
 
The Mayhew Animal Home charity has previously 
highlighted the case of Luna, a Jack Russell terrier who 
was sold online despite being ill with a suspected skin 
disease. 
 
At six weeks old, Luna was already under the legal age 
required for puppies to be sold - but the seller claimed 
the young dog was 10 weeks old. 
 
In another case, the Dogs Trust said a French bulldog 
called Lola was forced to travel from eastern Europe so 
her puppies could be born and sold in the UK at a 
higher price. Two of her puppies later died. 
 
Paula Boyden, from the Dogs Trust, welcomed the ban 
but warned "potential loopholes" needed to be closed 
off for it to be successful. She said there should be 
additional measures including regulating re-homing 
organisations. 
 
Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club secretary, said the ban 
would "stop the suffering of many dogs and send a very 
strong message to puppy buyers that it is never OK to  
see a puppy in any environment other than the one it  
was born and raised in, and with its mum". 

United Kingdom Puppy and kitten sales at pet 
shops set to be banned 

Published  www.bbc.com/news 
 

Pet shops and dealers in England will be banned from 
selling puppies and kittens under government plans.  
The proposals, which have gone out to consultation, 
will mean those wanting to buy or adopt a pet less than 
six months old will have to go to the breeder or a 
rescue centre. 
 

A ban on licensed sellers dealing in dogs and cats less 
than eight weeks old is already coming in on 1 October. 
Campaigners welcomed the announcement, but 
warned of "potential loopholes". 
 
The ban aims to reduce the health problems associated 
which emerge when animals are reared in poor 
conditions. 
 

It is a victory for the Lucy's Law campaign, which has 
been calling for the ban to be implemented. 
 
The campaign was named after a Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel who was badly treated in the puppy farming 
system. 
 
Lucy was rescued in 2013 at five years old from a Welsh 
puppy farm. She had a series of health problems, 
including a curved spine as a result of being kept in a 
cramped cage, and epilepsy. She died in 2016. 
 
A petition supporting Lucy's Law was signed by nearly 
150,000 people and was debated in Parliament in May. 
There are no records of the number of puppies sold via 
third parties, but the animal charity Blue Cross has 
estimated it is between 40,000 and 80,000 per year in 
Great Britain. 
 
The Department for Environment, Food and rural 
Affairs said fewer than 100 third party sellers - which 
includes some pet shops - are licensed in England. 
 
¶ Calls for Wales pet shop puppy sales ban  
¶ Are we tough enough on animal cruelty?  
¶ The rise of the dog-napper 
 

Speaking in support of a change, Environment 
Secretary Michael Gove said: "People who have a 
complete disregard for pet welfare will no longer be 
able to profit from this miserable trade." 
 
TV vet Marc Abraham, who launched the campaign for 
Lucy's Law, told BBC Radio 5 Live that Lucy's Law will  
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Dog Holidays In November 

Pet Diabetes Month 

A month that raises awareness about pet diabetes. 

Adopt a Senior Pet Month 

November also urges us to adopt more senior dogs. 

National Pet Awareness Month 

A reminder to take better care for our pets. 

National Senior Pet Month 

A day that honors and celebrates senior dogs. 

Pet Cancer Awareness Month 

Raises awareness about per cancer. 

National Cook for Your Pets Day 

November 1 – This day urges people to try making 

homemade food for their pets. 

National Canine Lymphoma Awareness Day 

November 7 – Raises awareness about canine 

Lymphoma. 

National Take a Hike Day 

November 17 – A human holiday that urges us to take 

a hike. Why not take your dog too? 

 

 

 

Before you get a dog, you can't quite 
imagine what living with one might be 
like; afterward, you can't imagine living 
any other way. 

 

Fall in love with a dog, and in many ways 
you enter a new orbit, a universe that 
features not just new colors but new 
rituals, new rules, a new way of 
experiencing attachment. 

Caroline Knapp 

United Kingdom Puppy and kitten sales 
(continued) 

 
Chris Wainwright, deputy chief executive of the RSPCA, 
told BBC News that a ban was "overdue" and said he 
hoped it would raise welfare standards. 
 
"We've had this explosion in this market with loads of 
rogue traders, lots of rogue dealers and it's meant the 
public are often unsuspecting. They think they're 
buying from a reputable breeder, actually they're 
buying from a middle person," he said. 
 
"It means the breeders aren't getting the scrutiny on 
their premises because they're passing these dogs off 
to third parties and it often leaves families with sick 
animals and the tragedy of that occurs." 
 
Queen guitarist Brian May, who supports the Lucy's 
Law campaign, said it was "a day for celebration". 
 
The Pet Industry Federation said puppy farms should 
be closed down but added there were concerns that an 
outright ban on third party sales would lead to sales 
"going underground". 
 
Other rules already coming into force on 1 October 
include a requirement for any licensed pet seller to 
include their licence number in the advert as well as 
identifying the local authority that issued it and for 
breeders to show puppies alongside their mother 
before a sale is made. 
 
In Wales, campaigners have also called for Lucy's Law 
and the government has said it would "investigate the 
potential banning of third party sales". Legislation it 
introduced in 2014 requires all dog breeders to apply 
for a licence.  
 
In Scotland, a members' bill to end puppy farming was 
introduced in May. 
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GGDFA Newsletter 
c/o Claire Hedrick 
514 NW 127th Street 
Newberry, Fl      32669 

SecretaryΩs Notice of GGDFA Meetings 

The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,  
Nov 13th, promptly at 7:30 pm PINE GROVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, 4200 NW 39TH AVE, Gainesville, FL 

 

The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, Nov  27 

Training Classes  

LOCATION: 
OAK HALL SCHOOL  -  Covered and lighted  

Tower Road , Gainesville 
 

hōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜκwŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ— Thursdays 6:00 pm 
With Denise Gaboury  316-4543 

 

/ƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ—Club is not offering at this time 

Newsletter 

The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers 
and Board of Directors. 

The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The 
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15th of each month. Materials received 
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability. 

You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

mailto:victoria@ggdfa.org

