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“Dog Around the Block” by E.B. White 

Dog around the block, sniff, 

Hydrant sniffing, corner, grating, 

Sniffing, always, starting forward, 

Backward, dragging, sniffing backward, 

Leash at taut, leash at dangle, 

Leash in peopleôs feet entangle— 

Sniffing dog, apprised of smellings, 

Love of life, and fronts of dwellings, 

Meeting enemies, 

Loving old acquaintance, sniff, 

Sniffing hydrant for reminders, 

Leg against the wall, raise, 

Leaving grating, corner greeting, 

Chance for meeting, sniff, meeting, 

Meeting, telling, news of smelling, 

Nose to tail, tail to nose, 

Rigid, careful, pose, 

Liking, partly liking, hating, 

Then another hydrant, grating, 

Leash at taut, leash at dangle, 

Tangle, sniff, untangle, 

Dog around the block, sniff. 
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 News From AKC 
Published www.akc.org  

 

 

 

  Submitted by Carol Lamb 

AKC Proposed Changes to Agility 

Regulations 

Proposed changes to agility regulations that 

appeared in the minutes of the April AKC 

board meeting.  

COMPANION AND PERFORMANCE  

Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 

Sports and Events, participated in this 

portion of the meeting.  

Caroline Murphy, Director, Performance 

Events, participated in this portion of the 

meeting via videoconference and Carrie 

DeYoung, Director, Agility, participated in 

this portion of the meeting via telephone 

conference.  

Agility Recommendations from Advisory 

Committee : The Board reviewed 

recommended changes to the Agility 

Regulations intended to remove barriers to 

participation to a subset of exhibitors, 

address safety concerns, and better align 

AKC agility with common practices in the 

sport. They originated with the Agility 

Advisory Committee, were agreed to by 

staff and received strong support in a poll 

of agility participants.  

 

They address the following topics:  

1) Chapter 1, Section 3 - an amendment to 

allow for the coloring of dogs in 

competition. This is allowed by all other 

agility organizations in the U.S.. and in FCI 

agility. It adds an element of fun to support 

an event theme or a community cause.  

2) Chapter 3, Section 3, Number 1 - an 

amendment to lower A-Frame to 5ô for 12-

inch dogs (currently 5ô6")  

3) Chapter 4, Section 9 – an amendment to 

allow the use of head halters  

4) Chapter 2, Section 4 – an amendment to 

allow dogs to be entered in different jump 

heights on same day  

5) Chapter 8, Section 3 – an amendment to 

allow dogs to be entered in Regular and 

Preferred classes on the same day  

6) Chapter 3, Section 3– an amendment to 

require all weave poles be tapeless and 

allow poles to be of alternating solid colors.  

These will be discussed further at the May 

Board meeting. The recommended changes 

are the first in a series that will be 

submitted to the AKC Board for review. 

Additional recommendations originating 

from the Agility Advisory Committee 

require further review and fact-finding 

before being submitted to the Board.  

 

Donôt forget to check out the latest 
on AKC TV: 
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Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Montana, Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, 

Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 

Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin" -HealthDay 

Lyme-Bearing Ticks More Widespread in U.S. Than 

Thought 

Keep Your Dog Safe from Tick-Borne Disease 

Learn about the ticks and diseases in your area.  

Use effective prevention – consult your local 

veterinarian. Be aware that tick preventatives do not 

prevent disease transmission; they reduce risk by 

reducing the tick burden on the dog. Always use 

canine-approved preventatives only.  

Most common clinical signs: local inflammation, 

lethargy, lack of appetite, shifting leg lameness, 

fever, and spontaneous bruising.  

If your dog spends time outdoors, check them daily 

for ticks. Pay close attention to the head, ears, 

shoulders, and upper leg areas.  

Never spray human tick repellent on your dog as 

these chemicals are toxic if ingested.  

Talk to your veterinarian about annual testing for 

tick-borne disease. Testing is fast and effective.  

If your dog displays signs of tick-borne disease, they 

may initially test negative. This is because tests that 

measure for the presence of antibodies against the 

pathogen take time to reach measurable levels in the 

blood. Your veterinarian may test twice using an 

initial ñacuteò sample followed by a ñconvalescentò 

sample about two weeks later. Alternately, the 

Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) diagnostic tests 

for the actual pathogens. 

 

Tick-Borne Disease Research  
Initiative 

    Published akc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick-borne disease is a growing threat to canine 

and human health. Disease occurs when ticks 

infected with a pathogen bite a dog or human and 

transmit the pathogen into the body. Many tick-

borne pathogens infect dogs, and can also infect 

humans; a direct tick bite is required to transmit 

disease. The geographic distribution of ticks is 

spreading, and can change yearly by season and 

region of the United States. The outdoors is not 

the only area of risk, home infestations can also 

occur.  

The most important tick-borne diseases of dogs 

are Ehrlichiosis, Anaplasmosis, Rocky Mountain 

spotted fever, Hepatozoonosis, Babesiosis, 

Bartonellosis, Hemotropic Mycoplasmosis, and 

Lyme disease. All can have serious health 

consequences, and infection rates have been on 

the rise over the past five years. The feeding time 

required for disease transmission from a tick to a 

dog or person can be as little as 3 – 6 hours! 

Regional Prevalence of Tick-Borne Disease 

Distribution of tick-borne disease is associated 

with the species of tick endemic to a given region. 

Distribution of tick species, prevalence of ticks 

within a region and the prevalence of infectious 

pathogens they carry is not stable and fluctuates 

on a seasonal basis depending on weather, rainfall 

and climate. For this reason monitoring of tick-

borne disease is a dynamic, ongoing process. 

  "The 24 states that contain counties with newly 

documented populations of deer ticks or Western 

black-legged ticks are Alabama, Arizona, 

Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 



 GGDFA Newsletter — May 2019 

 

Tick-Borne Disease Research  
Initiative (continued) 

 

Species of Ticks That Carry Infectious 

Pathogens 

American Dog Tick (Dermacentor variabilis)  

Deer Tick (or Black-legged Tick) (Ixodes 

scapularis)  

Brown Dog Tick (Rhipicephalus sanguineus)  

Gulf Coast Tick (Amblyomma maculatum)  

Lone Star Tick (Amblyomma americanum)  

Rocky Mountain Wood Tick (Dermacentor 

andersoni)  

Spinose Ear Tick (Otobius megnini)  

Western Black-legged Tick (Ixodes pacificus) 

 

May Dog Holidays 

¶ Chip Your Pet Month  

¶ Pet Cancer Awareness Month  

¶ National Pet Month  

¶ Responsible Animal Guardian Month  

¶ National Service Dog Eye Examination Month  

¶ Lyme Disease Prevention Month  

¶ May 1: National Purebred Dog Day  

¶ May 3: National Specially-abled Pets Day  

¶ May 5–11: National Pet Week  

¶ May 5–11: Be Kind to Animals Week  

¶ May 5: Mayday for Mutts  

¶ May 6–11: Puppy Mill Action Week  

¶ May 11: National Animal Disaster Preparedness 

Day  

¶ May 14: International Chihuahua Appreciation 

Day 

 

 

Real Words from the Dogs  

 

We need a Leader. Work with us. We need  
guidence. 

We need a work out. This help us to stay out of 
trouble.  

We need exercise to stay healthy. It helps you also. 
A good walk every day really helps.  

Toys and Bones are fun things to have around.  

Winter is coming. Don't let us drink liquid on the 
ground.  

It might contain Anti-freeze which tastes sweet, but 
is deadly  

A crate is not a bad thing. We like the protection it 
offers. It can also keep us out of trouble.  

If you think a second dog will help with a problem 
dog, think again. The problem dog always has the 
most influence.  

If you have a serious problem with your dog, don't 
attempt to handle it yourself. Hire a professional 
trainer. 

If we become overweight, suppliment part our diet 
with canned carrots. There is no fat and no calories.  

A good pat on the head is always appreciated. 
Effection is a great bonding tool.  
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Dogs Can Sense Pregnancy  

Dogs may be able to sense that a woman is pregnant

-or at least, sense that something major has changed 

in her body-by sniffing out a shift in her hormone 

levels, Siracusa says.  

Apart from scent cues, pups may also pick up on 

changes in a woman's lifestyle. A pregnant woman 

and her family might adjust their daily schedule or 

rearrange their house. This would definitely spark a 

reaction in dogs, who tend to thrive on having a 

regular routine, Siracusa explains.  

Dogs Can Predict Oncoming Seizures  

Some dogs can be trained to become seizure 

detection dogs that alert humans to oncoming 

seizures.  

In the case of hypoglycemic seizures, which are 

triggered by a drop in blood  glucose levels in 

people with Type 1 diabetes, dogs may be able to 

smell the different chemicals a human emits during a 

hypoglycemic episode. In a 2015 study published in 

the journal Diabetes Therapy, dogs were able to 

identify hypoglycemia by sniffing human skin and 

breath samples.  

Epileptic seizures are more of a mystery. There is no 

known odor associated with this type of seizure. 

Dogs who detect these seizures may be picking up 

on elevated stress levels and subtle behavioral 

changes that can precede an epileptic attack, 

Dodman says.  

He cites an acquaintance who "absolutely swears" 

that her dog often warns her of oncoming epileptic 

seizures during stressful work meetings.  

"You could argue that if her seizures are brought on 

by stress, what her dog is doing is picking up on 

signs of stress," he says. "And if the person goes out 

and breathes the fresh air, then she's de-stressed and 

doesn't have a seizure. So, [the dog] is not detecting 

any particular odor that's associated with the 

epilepsy, but is actually is picking up on her body 

language."  

5 Things dogs can Sense  

By Lindsay Lowe  

Has your dog ever hidden behind the couch when a 

storm is coming? Does it seem like your pup can 

tell when you're feeling down? Plenty of people 

swear their canine companions can sense things 

before they happen, or pick up on changes in the 

environment that a human could never perceive.  

What looks like intuition to us often comes down to 

a dog's remarkable sense of smell, but canines can 

also read our faces and body language, which can 

help them detect changes in mood.  

Here are five amazing things your dog can sense, 

from oncoming storms to serious diseases.  

Dogs Can Sense Your Mood  

Dogs can use visual cues to tell when we're happy 

or depressed.  

"They're expert body language readers. They can 

tell the size of your pupils, your posture, your 

smile," says Dr. Nicholas Dodman, a veterinary 

behaviorist and professor emeritus at the Cummings 

School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.  

Dogs have evolved to read our feelings because 

they rely on a close emotional bond with humans to 

survive.  

"They want to know if we are upset or if we are in a 

good mood," says Dr. Carlo Siracusa, the clinical 

assistant professor of animal behavior at the 

University of Pennsylvania's School of Veterinary 

Medicine. If we are in a good mood, he says, dogs 

are more likely to interact with us in search of food 

or attention. But if we look angry or aggressive, 

that's a warning signal to stay away 

Dogs may also pick up on our elevated stress 

levels by smelling our sweat, Dodman says. 

However, he believes they mainly read our moods 

by observing our body language and facial 

expressions.  
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5 Things dogs can Sense (continued) 

Dogs Can Sense Storms  

Your dog starts whining, pacing, and generally 

"freaking out"-and an hour later, a 

thunderstorm hits. The ability of dogs to predict 

oncoming storms is a well-documented 

phenomenon. Scientists have a few different 

theories as to why dogs are such great weather 

forecasters.  

Siracusa says that dogs can "definitely perceive" 

drops in barometric pressure, and they may also 

detect rising humidity levels and changes in ozone 

concentration.  

Dodman also believes dogs can sense changes in 

static electricity levels in the air prior to a 

thunderstorm. He references a study he worked on 

where dogs were broken into two groups-one group 

was outfitted with anti-static jackets, and the other 

served as a placebo group. Though there were only 

28 dogs involved in the study and it was not 

conclusive, 70 percent of dogs in the group that 

wore the jackets showed a decrease in panic 

behaviors before thunderstorms compared to only 

about 30 percent of dogs in the placebo group. 

Dogs May Be Able to Sniff Out Cancer  

Dogs have such incredible olfactory capabilities 

that some are even able to alert medical 

professionals and researchers to different forms of 

cancer. In a 2013 study in the journal BMC Cancer, 

dogs were able to identify patients with ovarian 

cancer by sniffing out chemical compounds in their 

blood.  

Dogs can also be trained to sniff out both lung 

cancer and breast cancer by smelling a patient's 

breath. According to a 2006 study, "ordinary 

household dogs with only basic behavioral 'puppy 

training' were trained to accurately distinguish 

breath samples of lung and breast cancer patients." 

Dogs have also been shown to detect melanoma and 

bladder cancer, Dodman says.  

However, while the research surrounding dogs and 

cancer detection is promising, pups can't detect 

cancer with 100 percent accuracy, Dodman warns. 

So, we can't replace medical testing with canine 

"sniff tests" just yet. 

      

 Dog Drooling — Is Your Dog's 

Drooling Normal or Not? Published: Dogster.com 

Dog drooling can be completely normal or a sign of 

a serious health problem. So, how do you know if 

your dogôs drooling is normal or if you need to 

worry? First, consider whether drooling is typical for 

your dog. 

When is dog drooling normal? Your dog’s breed 

may play a role.  

 

Some dogs drool and others donôt. Of the dogs that 

drool, some drool a lot and some drool just a little. 

Some breeds like Bloodhounds, Mastiffs, 

Newfoundlands and Saint Bernards are known for 

drooling, but dogs of almost any breed may drool 

from time to time 

 

Dog drooling is normal when dogs are 

anticipating something.  

 

Dog drooling is also normal when it occurs as your 

dog is waiting in anticipation of something he really 

likes.  

 

ñI have Labradors and they drool often in 

anticipation for eating, playing or retrieving,ò says 

Tracey Jensen, DVM, Dipl. ABVP, medical director 

at Wellington Veterinary Hospital in Wellington, 

Colorado. ñThat drooling is a part of their 

personalities. Itôs something theyôve always done, 

itôs infrequent and it correlates with something 

theyôre  anticipating. 
 

When is dog drooling not normal? Anxiety could 

be a factor.  

Some dogs drool when they are nervous or anxious, 

even if they donôt typically drool.  Ths type of 
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like vomiting or diarrhea, shaking, seizures, 

bruising, bleeding or extreme lack of energy. 

Contact a vet ASAP. 

What to do about dog drooling.  

If you notice your dog drooling and it isnôt part of 

his normal behavior, schedule a visit with your 

veterinarian to get him checked out as soon as you 

can. (Again, if you think your dog might have 

consumed something toxic, seek immediate 

veterinary attention.) 

ñStarting with the physical exam, [vets] will look 

for any indication of oral pain,ò Dr. Jensen 

explains. ñThey may want to run simple 

laboratory tests to make sure that there are not any 

internal causes of nausea and they may want to do 

some imaging of the abdomen and even the throat 

area looking for anything that would cause them 

to not want to swallow.ò 

 

 

 

 

Dog Quotes 

ñDogs have given us their absolute all. We are the 

center of their universe. We are the focus of their 

love and faith and trust. They serve us in return 

for scraps. It is without a doubt the best deal man 

has ever made. ò – Roger A. Caras 

ñMy little dog ï a heartbeat at my feet.ò – Edith 

Wharton 

ñThe world would be a nicer place if everyone 

had the ability to love as unconditionally as a 

dog.ò – M.K. Clinton 

ñDogs have a way of finding the people who need 

them, and filling an emptiness we didnôt ever know 

we had.ò – Thom Jones 

 

Dog Drooling (continued) 

drooling is often accompanied by panting and 

possibly trembling or other signs of nervousness. If 

your dog is drooling from anxiety, the drooling 

should stop once you remove the stressor. 

Dogs may drool when they’re in pain. 

 If your dog never drools or rarely drools, and you 
notice him drooling all of a sudden in the absence 

of a stressful situation, it could be a sign of pain (for 

instance, pain in the mouth or pain in the throat). In 

these cases, the drooling occurs because the dog 

doesnôt want to swallow the saliva in his mouth 

because itôs painful. 

Oral pain might be caused by dental issues like 

periodontal disease, tooth infections or broken 

teeth, or by tumors in the mouth or throat area. 

Sometimes, dogs might get things like sticks or 

pieces of toys caught in their teeth or even 

embedded in the roof of the mouth, and this can 

cause pain and drooling as well. 

Nausea might also make a dog drool.  

Nausea is another common reason dogs drool. 

Again, they donôt want to swallow the saliva, so 

they just let it fall out of their mouths instead. If 

your dog drools in the car, he might be carsick. 

Other times, dogs become nauseous from stomach 

upset or some other gastrointestinal issue, or from 

another health problem. 

ñAny number of things outside of the 

gastrointestinal tract can cause a dog to be 

nauseous, including kidney disease and liver 

disease,ò Dr. Jensen says. ñThe equivalent of 

vertigo in dogs can also cause dogs to be nauseous.ò 

Ingesting something toxic can cause dog 

drooling.  

Finally, dogs can drool abnormally if they ingest 

something toxic like a poisonous plant, pesticide, 

chemical or toxic food. Dogs who are drooling 

because of a toxin usually have other serious signs 
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GGDFA Newsletter 
c/o Claire Hedrick 
514 NW 127th Street 
Newberry, Fl      32669 

SecretaryΩs Notice of GGDFA Meetings 

The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,  
May 14th, promptly at 7:30 pm PINE GROVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, 4200 NW 39TH AVE, Gainesville, FL 

 

The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, May 28th.. 

Training Classes  

LOCATION: 
OAK HALL SCHOOL  -  Covered and lighted  

Tower Road , Gainesville 
 

hōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜκwŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ— Thursdays 6:00 pm 
With Denise Gaboury  316-4543 

 

/ƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ—Club is not offering at this time 

Newsletter 

The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers 
and Board of Directors. 

The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The 
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15th of each month. Materials received 
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability. 

You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

mailto:victoria@ggdfa.org

