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News From AKC

Published www.akc.org
Staff Writers/2016

Tips for Hitting the Hiking Trail
With Your Dog

Hiking is a great way to take advantage of the cool fall
weather and beautiful foliage. Most dog owners can
agree that no one makes a more willing and eager
hiking buddy than your dog. Going for hikes with your
four-legged friend is a great way for you both to get
some exercise while enjoying all that the season has to
offer. Here are some tips for when you and your dog
hit the trails together:

Research your breed: The amount of physical activity
that your dog needs is heavily influenced by breed
type. A high-energy breed, like a Border Collie, may
have a much easier time on a hike than a lower-energy
breed. The exercise limits of your dog are an important
factor to keep in mind before heading out on an
adventure. Research your breed and check with your
veterinarian to make sure that your plans are in line
with your dog’s physical limits.

Leash: Many trails require dogs to be on leash, but
even if your trail doesn’t have a leash requirement, it’s
a good idea to have it with you anyway. Keeping your
dog on leash will help if you need to steer him away
from anything along the trail, such as poisonous plants
or other animals.

Water and travel bowl: Hiking can be exhausting for
your dog, so make sure you bring water to offer him.
Bring a collapsible bowl with a bottle of water, and
offer your dog a drink every half-hour

First Aid kit: It is best to always have some essentials
with you in case of an emergency. It’s good to have
items such as a small tube of antibiotic cream for
minor cuts, roll-on bandages, and a clean bandana to
use as a tourniquet in case of major bleeding or bone
fractures.
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR DOG
GETS LOOSE FROM YOU

Published www.akc.org
Hilarie Erb/2016

Stay calm, even though your heart is racing with panic.
Your dog will sense the fear in your voice and will
ignore you or simply run faster. If you have taught him
to come to you reliably, then call him cheerfully and
beckon with your hand, as if you have a treat or toy.
Try turning your back a little, as if to encourage him to
follow you.

Do not chase him! Almost all dogs can run faster than
almost all humans, and if he thinks you are chasing
him, he’ll simply run faster and with less care for
where he’s going. Walk or jog calmly, but quickly, and
keep him in sight. If you’ve practiced recalls and he
thinks you might have a delicious treat, he will most
likely come to you. Keep treats near the front door, so
they will be handy should he slip out when someone
comes to visit.

Most dogs love to go for a ride in the car. If the dog is
running loose and you spot him while driving around
searching for him, simply pull over and get out (if it is
safe to do so), open the door, and cheerfully invite him
to jump in for a ride. | have “caught” two loose dogs
that did not even know me this way! Most dogs
apparently do not know that they should not take
candy from strangers.

Prevention is the most effective way to make sure this
does not happen. Never let your dog off-leash outside
a secure fenced area. Even the best-trained dog can
forget everything he ever learned if he sees a squirrel
or a cat. Also, consider your dog’s breed. Hounds and
terriers are very good at what they were bred to do:
pursue their prey independently and single-mindedly.
They follow their noses and can get into big trouble
without a fence, and may be more likely to ignore your
calls than, say, a sporting or working breed might be.

Use a secure collar when walking your dog. If you use a
buckle collar, you should be able to get two fingers
snugly under it and no more. Martingale collars are
great, especially for dogs with narrow skulls. When
adjusted properly, it’s nearly impossible for a dog to
back out of one. These collars are humane, and when
fitted correctly will close tightly enough to prevent
escape but not so tightly as to choke. Harnesses and
head collars are also very secure. The collar should
have identification on it.



WHAT TO DO IF YOUR DOG
GETS LOOSE FROM YOU (continued)

If your dog gets lost without his collar and its
identification tag, permanent identification such as a
microchip and/or tattoo can help get him home. AKC
Reunite is a service that keeps your essential contact
information and enables anyone who finds your dog
to return him safely to you. A veterinarian inserts a
tiny microchip under the dog’s skin, and almost every
shelter and veterinary office has a scanner that can
read the chip. This protection lasts for you dog's
entire life.

Teach a reliable recall. Always be glad to see your dog
when she comes to you, no matter what she may
have done before she came. Practice calling her in
distraction-free environments and gradually work
toward more distracting ones. Don’t be reluctant to
use very high-value rewards for good recalls. Coming
to you must be more rewarding than whatever your
dog is currently up to. This will truly pay off when it
really counts. Until she has a good recall, if your dog is
in the fenced yard doing something fun like digging up
a chipmunk, don’t call -- simply go and get her and
give her a treat for coming with you. Do not
encourage the habit of ignoring you.

Never call the dog for something unpleasant, like a
toenail trim or bath. Check out this article for ways to
make your dog love coming to you.
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AKC Introduces Farm Dog Certified Test

New York, N.Y. — The American Kennel Club (AKC®), the
world’s largest dog registry and advocate for all dogs, is
pleased to announce a new program called the Farm
Dog Certified test. The test provides for a series of
twelve exercises that represent situations a dog may
encounter in a farm environment. The basic test
requirements are designed to demonstrate a dog’s
trainability, self-control, confidence and trust when
working in partnership with their owner.

The test is a non-competitive pass/fail evaluation
designed to assess the overall conduct of a dog. The
dog must demonstrate self-control when exposed to
livestock and other unique sights, sounds and scents.
The dog should exhibit confidence and a willingness to
comply with instructions when confronted with a
variety of situations within farm type surroundings.

“A wide variety of dogs live in rural areas. The FDC test
is intended to demonstrate good behavior in these
settings,” said Alison Ruhe, AKC Executive Field
Representative for Herding. “In addition, we view this
new class as an opportunity to benefit our herding
clubs by attracting new dog owners to their events,
introducing them to the fascinating sport of herding.”

The FDC test is open to all dogs at least 9 months of
age that are individually registered with the AKC,
recorded in the FSS program, dogs with PAL numbers,
or dogs enrolled in the AKC Canine Partners Program.

All Clubs currently licensed for AKC Herding will be
allowed to hold Farm Dog Certified tests. The FDC test
can be held as a class at a Herding event or may be
held as a stand-alone test. Clubs not licensed for
herding may be approved by the Performance Events
Department to hold FDC tests in unique situations such
as county fairs and community dog events. All
individuals approved to judge AKC Herding Tests/Trials
are eligible to judge a FDC test.

“The FDC test provides an opportunity for dogs to
apply their basic training in a unique environment.

One can think of it as a Canine Good Citizen test on a
farm,” said Doug Ljungren, V.P. for Sports & Events. “In
addition to promoting responsible dog ownership, the
basic manners needed for the FDC test will prepare
them for many other AKC activities.”

Questions or comments may be emailed to
PerformanceEvents@akc.org.



Meet the 3 New Breeds Making Their 2017
Westminster Dog Show Debut

Published www.akc.org
Jordan Upmalis/2017

AMERICAN HAIRLESS TERRIER
Hailing From: United States
Competes in: Terrier Group

What You Need to Know: This small-to-medium size
terrier is active, intelligent, and friendly. Despite its
name, the breed also comes in a coated variety,
although the coated dog still carries the hairless gene.
These dogs have a natural drive to excel, making them
great partners in dog sports such as agility or
obedience. This is a fantastic choice for a family that
suffers from allergies, as the hairless variety causes
fewer allergic reactions than other breeds.

PUMI
Hailing From: Hungary
Competes in: Herding Group

What You Need to Know: Defined as energetic, lively,
and ready to work, the Pumi is perfect for a family
willing to provide it with lots of exercise and mental
activity. With a whimsical expression and corkscrew
curls, this medium-size dog has a strong working drive
and was historically used to herd. The Pumi is bright,
alert, and active, making it ideal for many of the AKC
dog sports.

SLOUGHI
Hailing From: North Africa
Competes in: Hound Group

What You Need to Know: This robust, yet elegant
sighthound is medium sized and is treasured for its
hunting skills. The breed is known to be calm and
somewhat reserved, but must have daily exercise on
leash or in a fenced area because of its superior prey
drive. Although independent, the Sloughi bonds closely
with his owners and is extremely eager to please.
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DOGS and BENEDRYL

Published www.petmd.com
By Jessica Vogelsang, DVM

Benadryl, also known by its generic name
diphenhydramine, is one of the few over-the-counter
drugs that veterinarians routinely have owners
administer at home. While it is generally well tolerated
and has a wide safety margin, there are a few things
owners should keep in mind before dosing it at home:

1. What is Benadryl used for?

Benadryl is an antihistamine, blocking the H-1 receptors
on smooth muscle and blood vessels. Some of its most
common indications are the treatment of environmental
allergies, allergic reactions to insect bites or stings, and
pre-treatment of vaccine reactions. It also has some
efficacy in the prevention of motion sickness in dogs and
as a mild sedative.

2. When should | not use Benadryl?

Benadryl is contraindicated with certain conditions, such
as pets with glaucoma, high blood pressure, and
cardiovascular disease. It’s always best to contact your
veterinarian for guidance before administering any
medication to your pet, including Benadryl.

3. How much Benadryl should | give?

The standard dosage for oral Benadryl is 1 mg per pound
of body weight, given 2-3 times a day. Most drug store
diphenhydramine tablets are 25 mg, which is the size
used for a 25 pound dog. Always double check the
dosage before giving an over the counter medication. In
addition, many formulations are combined with other
medications such as Tylenol so make sure Benadryl
tablets contain only diphenhydramine.

4. When should | contact my veterinarian?

Oral Benadryl is considered a mild to moderately
effective antihistamine. If a pet is having an acute
allergic reaction with facial swelling or difficulty
breathing, skip the oral medications and go straight to
the vet. Many allergic diseases require a combination of
medications and treatment of underlying infections; if
your pet is not responding to the medication, talk to
your vet for other options.

FINDING THE CORRECT BENADRYL DOSAGE FOR DOGS

The usual dose of Benadryl for dogs (adult) is 2 to 4
milligrams per kilogram of body weight, which
corresponds to a dose of 0.9 to 1.8 miligrams per pound
of body weight, according to the Merck Veterinary
Manual.
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The actual dose for an individual dog can vary
depending on the dog’s condition, history with the
drug, other medications being given and any other
health issues the animal has. Dog owners should
consult their veterinarians for specific dosing
instructions for their animals.

SIDE EFFECTS

The most common side effects of Benadryl in dogs
include the following:

eDrooling.

eExcitability.

eDrowsiness.

*Rapid breathing.

eRapid heart rate.

eDepression.

Side effects usually occur within an hour of taking the
medication and are typically mild. If a dog experiences
severe side effects, the animal needs immediate
veterinary care.

OVERDOSE

Benadryl is a very safe drug for dogs, and it is unlikely
that an owner would deliberately give a dog enough
of the drug to be dangerous. Because dogs often eat
things they should not, however, accidental overdose
does happen.

Symptoms of a Benadryl overdose can range from
moderate to severe and include the following:
eAgitation.

eExtreme drowsiness.

eAggression.

eAbnormal heart rate.

*Muscle tremors.

eIncreased body temperature.

eAbnormal behavior.

eDifficulty breathing.

eIncreased blood pressure.

This almost always occurs when a dog gets into a box
or bottle of Benadryl. For example, an article in the
Journal of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care
describes the case of a young Labrador retriever that
ate the equivalent of more than 16 times the
maximum recommended dose of Benadryl and had to
be hospitalized due to severe overdose symptoms.

If the dog is having difficulty breathing, collapses, has
seizures or develops other severe symptoms, the
animal requires immediate emergency care.
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Secretary@ Notice of GGDFA Meetings

The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,
Mar 14th, promptly at 7:30 pm PINE GROVE BAPTIST LOCATION:

CHURCH, 4200 NW 39TH AVE, Gainesville, FL OAK HALL SCHOOL - Covered and lighted
Tower Road , Gainesville

Training Classes

The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, Mar 28th Obedi enc e/ Rahurkdyys6®@dpms s e
With Denise Gaboury 316-4543
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Newsletter

The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers
and Board of Directors.

The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15" of each month. Materials received
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability.

You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org.
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