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TO DO LIST 

Donations for Basket “Raffle” at our January Show. 

Proceeds for Paws On Parole 

Need items or Loaded basket that will be offered at the 

Gainesville Show January 29 and 31 2021 

Any questions please contact  

Susan Iserhardt  (352) 359-2486 

witchingwoman@cox.net  

 

mailto:witchingwoman@cox.net
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 News From AKC 
Published www.akc.org  

 

 

 

 

About American Kennel Club 
 
The American Kennel Club is dedicated to 
upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the 
sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type and 
function.  
 
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated 
organizations advocate for the purebred dog as a 
family companion, advance canine health 
and well-being, work to protect the rights of all dog 
owners and promote responsible dog ownership. 

 

About AKC Marketplace 
 

Finding trustworthy dog breeders, groomers, and 
trainers can be challenging. AKC Marketplace is 
your trusted resource to help make a lifetime of 
responsible dog ownership safe, happy, and healthy. 
 

Puppies 
 
AKC Marketplace® is the only website that 
exclusively lists puppies from AKC-Registered 
litters, so you can choose a breeder with confidence. 
 

Groomers 
 
Each dog groomer listed with AKC Marketplace 
provides a comprehensive list of services to help you 
find exactly what your dog needs to be safely and 
comfortably groomed for life. 
 

Trainers 
 
Marketplace for Trainers helps you match your dog 
training goals with the perfect trainer for you and 
your dog's needs, from Canine Good Citizen 
preparation to performance sports. 

Morris & Essex: “Brigadoon of Dog 
Shows” Returns in 2021  

After Six Year Hiatus 
 

You never know what’s waiting in the attic. 
 
In 1996, Wayne Ferguson was visiting St. Hubert’s 
Animal Welfare Center in Madison, New Jersey, a 
rescue group where he was a board member. An 
employee who knew of his involvement in 
purebred dogs gave him a tip in passing. 
 
“Mr. Ferguson, you should go in the attic above the 
kennels,” the man said. “There’s an awful lot 
of dog show stuff up there.” 
 
Intrigued, Ferguson went up the stairs, opened the 
door, and gasped. There, he saw boxes of trophies, 
marked catalogs, and judges’ badges. Finely etched 
names and gold-embossed graphics were still 
visible beneath decades of dust and neglect. 
 
Ferguson knew precisely where this memorabilia 
came from. St. Hubert’s was founded by Geraldine 
Rockefeller Dodge, the immensely wealthy 
Standard Oil heiress who was also one of the most 
influential breeders and exhibitors of purebred 
dogs in the 20th century. Her showpiece was the 
annual Morris & Essex Kennel Club Dog Show, 
held every year from 1927 to 1957, save for a 
break during World War II. 
 
“Everybody goes to Morris & Essex,” wrote a New 
York Times reporter in 1936, and that wasn’t as 
much of an exaggeration as it sounds. Mrs. Dodge 
spared no expense in putting on her show. She did 
everything from hiring influential foreign judges 
who arrived via ocean liner, to setting up luxurious 
hospitality tents that overflowed with hot-house 
flowers. Exhibitors came from all over the country, 
bringing dogs whose quality invariably matched 
that of the venue.  
 
At Best in Show time, bystanders were often a 
dozen deep at ringside, standing on chairs to see 
which owners would earn the right to brag that 
their dog had bested the best at the incomparable 
Morris & Essex show. 
 
“I couldn’t get it out of my mind,” Ferguson says 
of the surprise cache of dog show history that lay 
forgotten in a New Jersey attic. 

https://www.sthuberts.org/
https://www.sthuberts.org/
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/the-legacy-of-geraldine-rockefeller-dodge/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/morris-essex-photo-gallery/
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Morris & Essex (Cont) 
Published www.akc.org 

 
 

Bringing Morris & Essex Back 
At a show the following weekend, Ferguson shared 
the story with fellow fanciers. Straightaway, they 
began imagining what it would be like to re-create the 
sumptuous show, which Mrs. Dodge held on the 
carpet-like polo fields of her Giralda Farms estate. 
Soon after, Ferguson and dozens of determined dog 
people from around the country revived the Morris & 
Essex Kennel Club and began planning its first show 
in almost half a century. 
 
In 2000, the Morris & Essex show came back to life, 
replicating many details of the original show, from 
the fine-china dining in the judges’ tent to the 
complimentary box lunch given to every exhibitor. 
As in Mrs. Dodge’s day, an entire tent with fabric-
draped bleachers displayed the gleaming trophies. A 
“who’s who” of dog people turned out to stroll under 
the fluttering Morris & Essex pendants, re-created in 
the club’s original colors of orange and blue. 
 
All this glamour comes at a cost, however. Ferguson 
soon realized that organizing – not to mention paying 
for – an annual event of this magnitude was an 
impossibility, even with the support of generous 
private donors. Therefore, it was decided that the 
show would occur every five years. 
 
After the COVID-19 pandemic delayed the scheduled 
2020 show, the next “modern” Morris & Essex show 
is now taking place on Wednesday, Oct. 6, at 
Colonial Park in Somerset, New Jersey. 
 
As always, there will be the magnificent trophy tent, 
the charmingly retro wooden platforms on which 
group winners and placers pose, the immaculately 
tended lawn, and stately oaks that the club pays the 
park to maintain. What’s more, it’s worth mentioning 
what there won’t be and that’s the persistent drone of 
generators. The club does not permit them, instead 
renting industrial-size units that are set far back from 
the show grounds, so that the only background noise 
for attendees will be the old-fashioned kind – 
birdsong. 
 
Morris & Essex 2021 
Morris & Essex has always been a magnet for breed 
clubs wanting a peerless backdrop for their special 
entries. As in previous years, dozens of specialties 
and supported entries are incorporated into the show. 

And, of course, there will be the people. With four 
revivals already on the books, the dog show world 
has become increasingly aware of the show and its 
almost magical re-emergence just when it seems the 
last one has receded from memory. Many attendees, 
who come from across the world, celebrate the spirit 
of the original show by dressing in the styles of its 
tenure, from the 1920s to the 1950s. So popular is 
this time-tripping that judges and spectators are 
often as eye-catching as the dogs themselves.  
 
Attendees are carefully outfitted in everything from 
vintage blazers and antique fox stoles for the ladies 
to tweed suits and two-tone shoes for the gentlemen. 
 
To top it all off, there’s the crowning touch — the 
hats. A veritable bobbing sea of them, from cloches 
and bowlers to fascinators and fedoras. Indeed, as 
soon as one Morris & Essex show draws to a close, 
its devotees begin shopping for their outfits for the 
next, keenly aware that making a splash amid the 
show’s sartorial splendor requires a sharp eye, and 
not a little bit of luck and effort. 
 
On that much-anticipated day this fall, Ferguson – 
who started in Saint Bernards in the 1960s, just 
missing the original show’s final years – will be 
walking the show grounds as he always does, 
greeting friends old and new. But even when he’s 
not engrossed in conversation, he likely is 
wordlessly chatting with a woman he never met. 
One whose legacy has been tended as carefully as 
the oak trees and expanses of lawn around him. 
 
“I have conversations very often with her,” he says 
of Mrs. Dodge. Their metaphysical discussions, 
though, are private, of course. Naturally, some go to 
Ferguson’s polite requests to forestall any inclement 
weather. The rest, however, may be devoted to how 
the current show measures up to her exacting 
standards. 
 
“It was Mrs. Dodge’s annual event, and she was 
very proud of it,” Ferguson says. “And, we’re very 
proud to continue the tradition.” 
 
w 

http://www.morrisandessexkennelclub.org/
http://www.morrisandessexkennelclub.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/st-bernard/
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 Who practices veterinary massage therapy 
and do I need a referral? 
 
Most veterinarians possess the expertise to instruct 
clients on how to perform passive range of motion 
techniques to maintain mobility through passive 
limb movements in convalescing patients. Other 
massage techniques and applications are much 
more specialized, and require additional training. 
Acupressure will often require some formal 
training in Chinese medical theory. Specific 
courses in veterinary massage therapy are available 
to help veterinarians learn trigger point therapy, 
sports massage and friction massage. Massage on 
animals can also be performed by a licensed 
massage therapist after a diagnosis has been 
reached by a veterinarian, and in accordance with 
state or provincial veterinary acts. If a non-
veterinarian will be performing the treatment, the 
patient must be referred by a veterinarian, who will 
then assume responsibility for assessing and 
coordinating the patient's care. 

 
What conditions are most often treated with 
massage therapy? 
 
Both acute and chronic musculoskeletal injuries 
may respond to massage therapy, especially as a 
complement to other forms of specific treatment. 
Acupressure can be used as an adjunct therapy for 
any condition. When used for rehabilitation, the 
patient's treatment must have been preceded by a 
veterinary examination and complete diagnosis, 
including assessment of any other health concerns. 
 

How can my companion animal benefit from 
massage therapy? 
 
"When performed as part of a comprehensive 
treatment package, massage therapy may minimize 
injuries and enhance the patient's recovery speed." 
When performed as part of a comprehensive 
treatment package, massage therapy may minimize 
injuries and enhance the patient's recovery speed. 
Animals with decreased mobility from chronic 
injuries may benefit from massage therapy, with 
improved range of motion and/or decreased pain. 
Massage increases circulation and nerve 
stimulation both where it is applied and also 
internally in any reflexively associated internal 
organs. 

Veterinary Massage Therapy 
Contributed by Denise Gaboury 

Published  Veterinary Massage Therapy | VCA Animal Hospital 
(vcahospitals.com)  

 

What is massage therapy? 

 
As a form of rehabilitation, massage therapy is the 
application of specific hand movements on a 
patient to improve muscle and joint function by 
relieving tension, spasm, or other restrictions to 
proper motion. It may be used for warm-up 
purposes, for relaxing or stimulating muscles in 
order to prevent injury, or for rehabilitation of a 
patient after an injury has occurred. Massage is also 
used to compensate for impaired circulation by 
augmenting the normal flow of blood and 
lymphatic fluid. Finally, massage is used to 
stimulate the function of various internal organs 
through reflexively linked and externally located 
portals of access, often termed trigger points and/or 
acupressure points. 
 

What is the history of massage therapy in 
veterinary medicine? 
 
While the desire to touch animals is probably one 
of the first things we are aware of from the time we 
are newborn, massage therapy itself has been 
relatively recently adopted as a therapeutic 
modality by veterinary medicine, and borrows 
heavily from techniques used in human massage 
therapy. A few of the more common techniques 
include trigger-point massage, craniosacral therapy, 
acupressure, friction massage, and passive range of 
motion therapy. 
 

On which species of animals is massage 
therapy practiced regularly? 
 
Sports massage (massage directed at athletes to 
prevent injury) is used widely to prevent injury in 
horses before competitions. Passive range of 
motion (flexing and extending a limb for example) 
is prescribed as a form of rehabilitation following 
certain injuries and orthopedic procedures in small 
animals, especially in dogs. Veterinarians use 
acupressure on most mammals and even some 
reptiles. 
 

 

 

https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/veterinary-massage-therapy
https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/veterinary-massage-therapy


 GGDFA Newsletter — October 2021 

 

Massage Therapy (cont) 
 
How successful is massage therapy? 
 
The success of massage therapy, especially as it 
relates to sports massage, is difficult to measure or 
validate except when evaluated through controlled 
clinical trials.  Such research is currently lacking in 
veterinary medicine. The current acceptance of 
massage therapy as promoting faster recovery from 
injuries is largely based on clinical experience. 

 
How safe is massage therapy? 
 
When performed by a trained professional, massage 
therapy is extremely safe. If it is done incorrectly, 
massage can cause or intensify pain or muscle 
spasms, resulting in worsening of the original 
condition or in secondary injuries. 
"Massage therapy must never be performed on 
open or infected wounds, on torn muscles, on joints 
affected with inflammatory arthritis, or if the 
patient has a fever." 
Massage therapy must never be performed on open 
or infected wounds, on torn muscles, on joints 
affected with inflammatory arthritis, or if the patient 
has a fever. 
 

What is the cost of massage therapy? 
 
Comprehensive massage therapy rarely involves a 
single visit, and costs will vary according to the 
specific condition being treated and the response of 
the patient. Before massage therapy is prescribed, a 
veterinary practitioner must diagnose the condition 
being treated. The fees associated with massage 
therapy are set by the individual practitioner, and 
often reflect the experience, skill, and training of 
the therapist. Once the veterinary practitioner 
assesses the response to treatment, the client may be 
shown how to administer selected massage 
treatments to the patient between therapy sessions. 

 
Can massage therapy be combined with other 
types of veterinary medicine?  
 
Massage therapy integrates well into a treatment 
plan that utilizes either traditional or alternative 
forms of veterinary medicine. If a non-veterinary 
massage therapist is used, the veterinarian and 
massage therapist must communicate to combine 
their 

 

knowledge and skill to develop an appropriate 
treatment plan. If your companion animal is 
receiving massage therapy from a practitioner 
other than your regular veterinarian, it is 
imperative that both individuals are kept updated 
about the ongoing treatment in order to provide 
coordinated care of your pet, to allow proper 
evaluation of treatment and to minimize any 
avoidable interactions or interferences. 
 

How can I find out more information about 
veterinary massage therapy? 
 
Currently, there is little specific information 
available about veterinary massage therapy, except 
as it pertains to animal rehabilitation. Your 
veterinarian should be able to assist you in 
evaluating the suitability of specific massage 
therapy for your companion animal. 

Contributors:  
Steve Marsden, DVM ND MSOM LAc DiplCH 
AHG, Shawn Messonnier, DVM Cheryl Yuill, 
DVM, MSc, CVH. 
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  GGDFA Meeting—09/14/2021 

Board meeting called to order at 6:53pm. 

Board attendees: Liz Mignin, Jeremy White, Denise 
Gaboury, Kathy Davis, Marge Saucier, Claire 
Hedrick 

Claire read minutes from the July meeting. 
Unanimously approved 

Committee Reports 
Show Committee 

Meyer Photographers will be at the show 
again. 

The GODC contract has been paid. 
The MBF contract has been signed and 

mailed. 
Mike Scott will be contacted for 

grounds. 
Tent equipment/rental is underway.  
Dixie Professional Stewards have been 

hired. 
EMT has been scheduled (Terri 

Nesmith.) 
On Saturday and Sunday, the 

veterinarian on call will be Dr. 
Trysha Hamilton. 

Connie Sager will be leading vendor and 
RV parking.  

The gate will be operated by Brian 
LeNoble from 6am-10am on 
Saturday and Sunday.  

Marj Spence will be leading CGC and 
Trick Dog certifications. 

 
Miscellaneous 

The Sixth Sense 

Kathy brought up contacting them for a 
speaker at a future board meeting. 

The club could consider donating to 
them. 

(The Sixth Sense is a Gainesville 
organization that helps service dogs 
get placed with local veterans.) 

Conformation classes 

Jeremy is pleased with the turnout each 
Saturday. 

GGDFA has already seen an increase in 
membership and awareness of the 
club in Gainesville. 

 
 

Minutes (cont) 

Fall Festival stall 

Board will consider having a stall at local 
farmer’s markets and the Gainesville 
Fall Festival. (continue discussion at a 
later date) 

 

Jeremy moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Marge. (Adjourned at 7:28pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Meeting  -  09/14/2021 

Meeting called to order at 7:31pm. 

Fourteen members in attendance. 

Committee Reports 

Show Committee 

Claire stated that show preparation is 
coming along well. 

Denise reiterated that all members of 
GGDFA are encouraged to help with 
the show in whatever way they can.  

Sign ups for working the gate will 
start next month. 

Susan needs help with raffle 
baskets.  

First reading for Elaine Tell and Dave 
Wood 

They own a miniature poodle, and 
they are interested in obedience 
and therapy work. 
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Minutes  (cont) 
 

Club brags! 
Doris: recently acquired a 10 month old 

Doberman 
Susan: just got a 2.5 month old Lab 
Sharon: bitch at Tampa shows did 

excellent! 
Charla: owns Norwegian Lundehunds 
Alaura: owns a Yorkie with 24 titles 

 
Marge moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Sharon. (Adjourned at 8:02pm)  
 
Next board meeting will be on 10/12 at 6:45pm. 
Next general meeting will be on 10/12 at 7:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Elizabeth (Liz) 
Mignin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dogs have a way of finding the  

People who need them, filling 

An emptiness we donõt  

even know we have. 

Thom JonesñAmerican Writer 

October Pet Holidays and  

Veterinary Awareness Days 

Published www.amcny.org/2021-pet-holidays-and-veterinary-awareness-days 

 

Month-Long Celebrations 

¶ Adopt-A-Dog Month® 

¶ Adopt-a-Shelter Dog Month 

¶ National Animal Safety and Protection Month 

¶ National Pet Wellness Month 

¶ National Pitbull Awareness Month 

 

Week-Long Celebrations 

¶ Oct 1–7 | National Walk Your Dog Week  

¶ Oct 3–9 | Animal Welfare Week  

¶ Oct 17–23 | National Veterinary Tech Week 

 

Day Celebrations 

¶ Oct 1 | National Fire Pup Day 

¶ Oct 1 | National Black Dog Day 

¶ Oct 4 | World Animal Day 

¶ Oct 4 | World Habitat Day 

¶ Oct 9 | World Migratory Bird Day 

¶ Oct 13 | National Pet Obesity Awareness Day 

¶ Oct 16 | National Feral Cat Day 

¶ Oct 17 | National Fetch Day 

¶ Oct 21 | National Pets for Veterans Day 

¶ Oct 21 | Reptile Awareness Day 

¶ Oct 27 | National Black Cat Day 

¶ Oct 28 | Plush Animal Lovers Day 

¶ Oct 29 | National Cat Day 

¶ Oct 30 | National Pitbull Awareness Day  

¶ Oct 31 | Halloween 
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GGDFA Newsletter 
c/o Claire Hedrick 
514 NW 127th Street 
Newberry, Fl      32669 

SecretaryΩs Notice of GGDFA Meetings 

The next General Meeting of the GGDFA club will be 
Tuesday, 10/12 —тΥол  

Next Board Meeting is Tuesday мл-мн—сΥпр 

September WILL NOT HAVE A ZOOM MEETING set up.  
Normal: Church Location: 

PINE GROVE Baptist Church 
4200 NW 39th Ave, Gainesville, FL   

Training Classes  Contact: 

Denise Gaboury  316-4543 

 
LOCATION: 

OAK HALL SCHOOL  -  Covered and lighted  
Tower Road , Gainesville 

 
Obedience/Rally classes— THURSDAYS 6:00 pm 

Conformation classes—Call to make arrangements 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Training Classes Contact: 

Jeremy White  445-8873 

 
LOCATION: 

PINE GROVE Baptist Church 
4200 NW 39th Ave 

Gainesville, FL   
 

Conformation Classes — SATURDAYS 9:30am 
Goal is twice a month—call to make arrangements 


