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MAY TO DO LIST


Pay Dues

$

12.00 individual

$

15.00 family

“A person who has never owned a dog has
missed a wonderful part of life.”
― Bob Barker

News From AKC

The Importance of Maintaining Purebred Dogs

Published www.akc.org

National Purebred Dog Day: Celebrating
the Purpose-Bred Dog Officially May 1st.
By Denise Flaim

The adjectives that describe the dogs in our lives
frequently also apply to ourselves — whether that’s
reserved or energetic, loyal, or stoic. Consciously or
not, we are often drawn to breeds that reflect our
perception of ourselves and our values, both inside
and out. And though those qualities can certainly
appear in all dogs, in a purebred dog they are far
more consistent and predictable
Purpose-bred and Lovingly Owned
The purebred dogs in our lives are living, breathing,
wagging symbols of the people and places that
brought them into being. When you brush your hand
across the wiry, weather-resistant coat of a Scottish
Deerhound, you evoke the blustery moors that those
hardy sighthounds traversed with their springy gait,
all the better to navigate the endless expanses of
heather. And when your Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel perches atop your knees, you are channeling
the British royalty and landed gentry who developed
these excellent lap-warmers for their limpid-eyed
beauty and affectionate temperament.
While today there are still Australian Shepherds that
nip at the heels of recalcitrant cows,
and Beagles that go off in merry packs in search of
rabbits, most purebred dogs happily serve as
household pets. The Dalmatian no longer runs
behind a horse-drawn fire truck, but if he is a
firehouse mascot, he is an integral part of that
extended family of lifesavers. And that is the
modern-day magic of purebred dogs: due to
changing social and economic shifts, today their
main purpose is often to provide companionship and
comfort to the humans whose lives and homes they
share.
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Even though many purebred dogs no longer serve
their original purpose, responsible breeders
are committed to maintaining them as close to their
original form as possible. In the best sense, they
are curators of their chosen breeds. They
understand that purebred dogs, with their endless
sizes, shapes, and colors, tell our human story. And
while Labrador Retrievers, German Shepherd
Dogs, and many other commonly recognized
breeds are numerically robust, there are others —
such as Otterhounds and Dandie Dinmonts, to
name a few — whose numbers are low enough to
be endangered species.
Breeders aren’t just interested in preserving a
breed’s physical appearance; what goes
on inside that beautiful dog is just as important. As
with their physical attributes, dogs also pass on
genetically ingrained behaviors from generation to
generation. Many of the instincts that made
dogs indispensable to our forefathers in helping
provide food, transportation, and protection, are
etched in their DNA. The Pointer’s characteristic,
shock-still stance when he scents a quail isn’t
learned: it is lying in wait, reinforced through
decades if not centuries of purposeful breeding.
From Breeder to Owner
A breeder’s deep understanding of her chosen
breed is what prompts her intense scrutiny of
prospective buyers. For a responsible breeder, the
point of breeding is to carry on the baton that was
handed to her by those who came before. And that
starts with placing the right puppy in the right
home. Because purebred dogs are usually so
predictable, a good breeder can gauge whether a
would-be buyer will be able to cope with a dog’s
full-grown size, temperament, energy level,
and grooming demands.
By being savvy matchmakers — which includes
turning away those who just aren’t the right fit for
their particular breed — breeders dramatically
increase the chances of a home being forever. And
if a dog does wind up in a shelter, each AKC
parent club has a rescue organization whose
volunteers get dogs out of harm’s way, foster them
while they receive any medical or behavioral help
needed, and then place them in loving homes.

News From AKC (Cont)
Published www.akc.org

Purebred Dog Day (Continued)
Owners, in turn, are ambassadors for a breed, whether
they intend to be or not. Every time their dog is in
public, they are shaping opinions of the breed. Many
may not know the history of their breed, why it is a
certain size or color, and how these attributes helped
their dogs’ ancestors do their jobs. These owners just
know that they have a special connection with the
breed that they have chosen. And because the only
thing that stands between a breed thriving and
possible extinction are loving owners, this strong
connection is vitally important.
Registering your Purebred Puppy
The AKC is the only purebred dog registry in the
United States that maintains an investigation and
inspection effort. The AKC conducts thousands of
inspections each year to ensure compliance with
standards that support the health, safety, and welfare
of dogs and the environments in which they live.
You can register your dog here, and you will receive
your official AKC certificate in the mail. There are
many other benefits, including a complimentary first
vet visit, 30 days of pet insurance, and eligibility to
compete in AKC events and sports.
Find the right puppy for you by visiting the AKC
Marketplace.
valuable food source, packs of Otterhounds
were kept by country squires and even kings. As
a sport, otter hunting was never as popular as
the British gentry’s cherished foxhunts, but it did
help fill the spring and summer months for
sportsmen waiting for the fall hunting season.
Otterhound packs were so good at their work
that river otters nearly went extinct and hunting
them was outlawed.

Car Safety For Dogs: Training Your Dog
to Ride in the Car

By Sassafras Lowrey, CTDI

Recently, I was out for a bike ride along a major
road and I was horrified to see a Labrador
Retriever jump through the back window of a
moving car and get partially dragged by his leash.
Thankfully traffic stopped and the owners stopped
the car quickly.
Witnessing a dog jump through a window of a
moving car was obviously upsetting for me, but
most of all it was a big reminder for me about how
important it is for dogs to be properly restrained
when in cars, and to be taught safe car manners.
For everyone’s safety dogs shouldn’t be riding on
the driver’s lap, or unrestrained in the car. Dogs
should also never ride in the back of a pickup truck
(which is illegal in many areas), no matter if they are
loose, tethered, or crated. When dogs are riding in a
vehicle, they should be in a crate or secured with
a crash-tested dog seatbelt.
Seatbelts are great options if your vehicle isn’t large
enough to accommodate an appropriately sized crate
for your dog. This will prevent your dog from being
injured or ejected from the car in the event that you
have to brake quickly, or in a worse case if you get
into an accident. If your dog is wearing a seatbelt in
the backseat of your car make sure that you have
turned on the child locks to prevent your dog from
pawing at the door and accidentally opening a
window.
You also want to keep windows completely rolled
up or only cracked. Never allow your dog to ride in
the car with his head out the window as this can
result in injury from a dog jumping out of the car as
I witnessed, or a dog’s eyes being injured by flying
debris.
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Car Safety For Dogs (continued)
Car Manners Training
Although car travel comes naturally to us, it isn’t
something dogs automatically understand. As soon
as your dog or puppy comes home, begin teaching
your dog to behave safely and calmly in and around
your car.
 To start, get your dog comfortable and familiar
with the restraint equipment (crate or seatbelt) ahead
of time outside of the car.
 Let your dog investigate the seatbelt or crate and
offer treats and praise for approaching and sniffing
the equipment.
 Keep training sessions short and fun and when
your dog is comfortable with the crate and seatbelt
you’re ready to get into the car.
 Introduce your dog to the car with a family
member or friend planning to drive so you can focus
on working with your dog.
 Depending on your dog’s age/health/size either
lift your dog into the car or encourage her to jump
up. Praise and treat for loading into the car. Close
your dog in her crate or connect her seatbelt.
 Start car training without a planned trip in mind
so that you aren’t in a hurry and can start with just a
short drive down the street, especially if you already
know your dog gets excited or struggles in the car.
Praise and treat (small treats that aren’t likely to
upset her stomach) your dog for any calm and
relaxed behavior: not barking, laying down, etc.
 As your dog is more comfortable in the car you
can vary the rate of reinforcement (treats) and the
length of the drives you take.
Exiting The Car Safely

When you reach your destination, it’s important that
your dog not bolt from the car the minute a crate
door is opened or your dog’s seatbelt is removed
even if you are somewhere exciting. To support your
dog with developing impulse control and waiting
they are appropriately leashed and cued to leave the
car. Going places is exciting so we want to build
value for our dogs with being in the car, and being
calm in the car. If your dog is generally excited
while in the car you can start teaching car exiting
manners at home without going anywhere.
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 When you are ready to get your dog out of the
car, take a moment to settle yourself and get your
leash and treats ready.
 When you open the door to where your dog is
seat belted/crated, praise and reward calm behavior.
 If your dog starts getting overly excited or
frantic, pause what you are doing. You want to
avoid moving forward and letting your dog out
while they are overexcited as it will reward the
behavior you don’t want.
 As you open the crate/undo the seatbelt and clip
on your dog’s leash, continue to praise and treat.
 Give your verbal release cue to let your dog
jump out of the car (if it’s safe for your dog to do so)
or as you lift your dog out of the car.
 Praise and treat your dog for standing calmly
next to you, or if you prefer cue your dog to sit and
praise/treat your dog for being calm next to you as
you close the door and get ready to go.
 The goal is to build habit and value for our dogs
in staying next to us and out of traffic by helping
them to understand they need to wait for our cue to
leave the car area.

Additional Tips: Drive-Through Training
An easy-to-forget aspect of training good car
manners is to help your dog to get familiar with
drive-throughs and gas stations. These situations can
be particularly stressful or over arousing for dogs
who are very excited, nervous around new people,
or prone to guarding. This especially a concern for
dogs who are wearing seatbelts as they can see out
the windows and watch as people approach the car.
Have treats ready and give your dog lots of praise
and treats if gas station attendants approach your car
or as other stressful interactions occur. Always make
sure that your rear windows are completely closed to
prevent your dog from sticking his head out, and to
prevent people from reaching in to pet your dog.
Some drive-throughs offer special doggy menus or
hand out dog treats which is a fun treat but be sure
to wait for your dog to be calm before giving your
dog any drive-through treats.
When driving, remember you’re responsible for the
safety of yourself and others on the road. You
cannot be distracted by anything in the back seat that
might take your concentration away from safely
driving your car. Having your dogs properly trained
and controlled in your car will allow you to
concentrate on the deed at hand.

Dogs Best Friends Quotes
Sayings We Love

May Pet Holidays
and
Veterinary Awareness Days

Published mydogsname,com

Published petsit.com/2021

1. “A true friend leaves paw prints on your
heart.”
How true is this? Anyone who has had a dog will
tell you that they will always have a special place
in their heart for their furry friend, even decades
after they’re passing.
2. “A dog will be your best friend no matter
what. Even if your human friends aren’t.”
Couldn’t agree more. Dogs are forever faithful to
their owners and will be there no matter what.
3. “You may have many best friends but your
dog only has one.”
You are the light of your dog’s life. They look to
you as their very best friend. How cool is that?
4. “A best friend is someone who loves you
when you forget to love yourself.”

At your worst, your dog will still love you
unconditionally, even when you don’t feel worthy
of it.
5. “If puppies could talk, I would never even try
to make human friends.”
First off, how cool would that be if your dog could
talk? And secondly, how much more meaningful
would that make your friendship?!
6. “Whoever said diamonds are a girl’s best
friend never owned a dog.”
Diamonds might be forever, but so is the love and
many blessings of having a dog in your life.
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Month-Long Celebrations





Pet Sitter Safety Month
National Pet Month
Chip Your Pet Month
Responsible Animal Guardian Month

Week-Long Celebrations

May 2-8:

National Pet Week
Be Kind to Animals Week

Day Celebrations

May 2: Mayday for Mutts
May 3: National Specially-Abled Pets Day
May 8: National Animal Disaster Preparedness
Day
National Dog Mom’s Day
May 14: International Chihuahua Appreciation
Day
May 20: National Rescue Dog Day

GGDFA Meeting Minutes
04/13/2021
Board Meeting called to order at 6:51pm.
Board Attendees: Liz Mignin, Jeremy White,
Denise Gaboury, Kathy Davis, Claire Hedrick,
Marge Saucier, Doris Horton, Pam Rice
Liz read minutes from 03/09/21.
Jeremy moved to accept minutes.
Kathy seconded.
Unanimously approved by the BOD.
Treasurer’s Report
Account Balances not published on-line
Expenses from this month include:
Storage facility for show equipment
($1405.08)
Final 2020 cluster show fees ($7,670.63)
Final 2021 cluster show fees ($1,660.28)
Note: In the 2021 show, we did
not split entry fees with Lake
Eustace Kennel Club, as both
clubs had capped entry
amounts. This accounts for
the difference in fees from
last year’s show.
Update on Department of Revenue issue from
last year’s taxes
Last month, Doris shared that the club
received a $50 late fee in the mail
and a bill for unpaid money on the
club’s taxes.
Doris has since sorted it out. The late fee
will be forgiven, and the money
‘owed’ was actually a credit that
someone in the Department of
Revenue forgot to add to the club’s
taxes last year.
Doris plans to get the club’s taxes in on time
this year, and she will keep the club posted
throughout the process.
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Committee Reports
Show Committee
WastePro got ours and Greater Ocala Dog
Club’s bills mixed up. (The plan was
to split this cost 50/50.) Claire is
currently working on sorting this out.
The 2020 show officially made
$11,808.27.
The 2021 show officially made
$9,219.12.
Claire mentioned that she will be stepping
down as show chair next year, and she
suggested that the BOD begin
discussion this summer for a new
chair for the Show Committee.
Technology
Website updates
Looks great!! Check it out! (http://
www.ggdfa.org)
Small tweaks needed:
Training classes page
should have contact
information at the very
top of the page, and it
should include the
words ‘by arrangement
only.’
The address for monthly
club meetings should
be placed in a more
central location.
Pictures from this year’s
show should be placed
on the website or in the
newsletter.
Facebook updates
Claire and Liz will discuss
Facebook page updates when
Liz returns for fall semester
(tabled until September).
Miscellaneous
Paws on Parole
Claire has left several messages for
Hilary about Paws on Parole, and she
is currently awaiting a response.

GGDFA Meetings—04/13/2021 (cont)
Show expenses
Doris proposed that the club continue
to split evenly with Lake Eustace
Kennel Club all the mutually
shared expenses at the show, but
no longer split entry fees/profts.
Denise suggested that we should table
until next year, and then reevaluate how the coronavirus has
affected club expenses/profits.

Step-in secretary
Liz will not be in Gainesville for the
summer months, so Claire offered
to step in as secretary for the
months of June, July, and August.
Club grant
Jeremy mentioned a $2000 club grant
from gooddog.com. (The website
serves as a Facebook for reputable
dog breeders to sell their puppies.)
Jeremy offered to look more into the
grant and to research how the club
can apply.
Claire moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded
by Jeremy.
General Meeting
Meeting called to order at 7:39pm.
Ten members were in attendance (+ several zoom
members).

Nomination Committee
Nomination list remains the same.
President: Denise Gaboury
1st Vice President: Pam Rice
2nd Vice President: Kathy Davis
Secretary: Elizabeth Mignin
Treasurer: Doris Horton
Board of Directors:
Marge Saucier, Claire Hedrick,
Susan Sutton, Jeremy White
Liz voted that the nominees be instated
into their respective roles. Note:
Traditionally, the secretary is the only
voting member for nominations.
Miscellaneous
Club dues:
Doris reiterated that all club members should get
their dues in as soon as possible.
Claire will mention this in this
month’s newsletter.
Kathy and Doris plan to purge the club
email list once all dues are collected
for this year.

Second reading for Daniel Harloff and Naomi
Nelson. Unanimously voted to accept as
members.
Club membership form
Jeremy suggested including “How did you
hear about GGDFA?” in the club
membership form to allow the club to
analyze outreach efforts and figure out
how to best reach new members.
Club brags!

Liz read minutes from 03/09/21.
Doris moved to accept minutes.
Marge seconded the motion.
Unanimously approved by the general body.

Jeremy: recently had first ever litter of
Mini American Shepherds

Committee Reports

Denise: young pup will be attending first
show at the end of the month (wish
them luck!)

Show Committee
Arvind already has several judges
contracted for 2022.

Kathy: two 3 point majors at a recent
show

Next board meeting will be 05/11 at 6:45pm.
Next general body meeting will be 05/11 at 7:30pm.
Respectfully submitted by Elizabeth (Liz) Mignin.
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GGDFA Newsletter
c/o Claire Hedrick
514 NW 127th Street
Newberry, Fl 32669

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Secretary’s Notice of GGDFA Meetings
The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,
5/11—7:30 and the next Board Meeting will be the same
day 5/11 —6:45
Pending Pandemic rules we are trying to have ZOOM
Meetings. Info will be provided by Kathy Davis
April WILL HAVE A ZOOM MEETING set up.

Training Classes
Contact:
Denise Gaboury 316-4543
LOCATION:
OAK HALL SCHOOL - Covered and lighted
Tower Road , Gainesville
Obedience/Rally classes— Thursdays 6:00 pm
Conformation classes—Call to make arrangements

Newsletter
The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers
and Board of Directors.
The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15 th of each month. Materials received
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability.
You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org.
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