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April Meeting
The meeting will be held 04/13 at the Church location where we
should wear masks and use social distancing in the building.
We will also have a ZOOM Meeting set up by Kathy Davis!
Information will be sent out before the meeting.

News From AKC
Published www.akc.org

 Tracking and reviewing legislation for potential
impact on fanciers and the general dog-owning
public.
 Developing and sending materials and
statements of opposition or support as necessary to
local, state and federal officials in order to ensure
that legislation dealing with dogs is reasonable,
enforceable and non-discriminatory.

ABOUT GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
The AKC Government Relations Department (GR)
is dedicated to protecting the rights of all dog
owners, promoting responsible dog ownership and
ensuring that laws governing dog ownership and
breeding are reasonable, enforceable and nondiscriminatory. The Government Relations
department leads the AKC’s legislative efforts and
identifies its goals as “working to protect the rights
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog
ownership” (AKC Mission Statement.) GR further
identifies its mission as educating and informing
responsible dog owners and breeders about the
issues that impact them as well as monitoring and
positively impacting legislation that affect them.

 Working directly with clubs, federation
members and other allied groups to assist and
empower them in developing and implementing
strategies to advocate for the rights of responsible
dog-owners and breeders, and to train trainers
about issues in canine legislation, lobbying and
other advocacy techniques.

 Providing issue-based policy expertise
including policy briefs, model legislation/sample
laws, and alternate language to policymakers,
clubs, federations, and individuals involved in the
development of canine policy.
The AKC PAC provides support to candidates for
federal or state legislative office who support
reasonable enforceable laws that protect the health
and welfare of dogs and do not restrict the rights of
The AKC recognizes that advocacy works best when breeders and owners who take their responsibilities
seriously.
those who are directly affected by legislation take
the lead in working with policymakers. Success in
For more information on how the Government
canine legislation requires involvement by those
who will be affected by policy changes. As a matter Relations Department can help you,
email doglaw@akc.org, call 919-816-3720. Click
of course, the AKC does not hire professional
here for a downloadable flyer of services the
lobbyists on behalf of constituents
department offers.
The AKC encourages all dog owners to know,
understand, and follow the laws of their
jurisdictions. The AKC cannot provide legal advice
or advocate on behalf of individuals. The AKC
supports strong enforcement of the federal animal
welfare act. Other, official AKC position
statements on canine policy issues are available on
the AKC website.
With 125 years of experience in the study and
welfare of dogs, the AKC is a leading expert on dog
ownership, care, well-being and public policy issues
that pertain to dog ownership. The primary role of
the AKC in the area of canine public policy is
educational and informational. GR provides a
variety of services in the area of government
relations, including:
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News From AKC (Cont)
Published www.akc.org
And Wikipedia

New members—Daniel Harloff and Naomi Nelson
have an otterhound which is a rare breed I thought
we’d like to know something about.
About the Otterhound
Temperament: Even-Tempered, Amiable, Boisterous
AKC Breed Popularity: Ranks 182 of 197
Height: 27 inches (male), 24 inches (female)
Weight: 115 pounds (male), 80 pounds (female)
Life Expectancy: 10-13 years
These big, bouncy hounds were ideally suited for
otter hunting. OHs are built to be expert swimmers,
from the top of their rough, waterproof coat to the
bottom of their big webbed feet. A broad chest and
powerful shoulders allow them to swim all day
without tiring. Their large black nose is amazingly
sensitive and could follow an otter’s underwater scent
trail over great distances. And the OH’s size and
strength enabled them to take on a sharp-toothed,
razor-clawed otter that might weigh 20 pounds.
Ancestry
The first recorded Otterhounds known to resemble
the current breed are in the North-West of England in
the first half of the 19th century – for example, the
Hawkstone Otter Hunt and Squire Lomax's
Otterhounds. In the second half of the 19th century,
French Griffons were outcrossed, including oneeighth Wolf cross/Griffon Vendeen from the Comte
de Canteleu in Normandy. In the early 20th century
the Griffon Nivernais was crossed into the breed, and
one particular dog, Boatman, a Grand Griffon
Vendéen/Bloodhound cross, became an ancestor for
several kennels.

General Appearance
The Otterhound is a large, rough-coated hound with
an imposing head showing great strength and
dignity, and the strong body and long striding action
fit for a long day’s work. It has an extremely
sensitive nose, and is inquisitive and perseverant in
investigating scents. The Otterhound hunts its quarry
on land and water and requires a combination of
characteristics unique among hounds-most notably a
rough, double coat; and substantial webbed feet.
Otterhounds should not be penalized for being
shown in working condition (lean, well muscled,
with a naturally stripped coat). Any departure from
the following points should be considered a fault; its
seriousness should be regarded in exact proportion
to its degree
Health
The average lifespan of the breed is a little over 10
years. A quarter will live 12 to 15 years.[9] At least
one hound is known to have lived to be 16 years old.
The Otterhound enjoys considerable exercise, but
can also be a couch potato. They can be good family
dogs but need to be kept in a secure property since
they can jump fences up to 5 feet high, but rarely
try.
In spite of the small gene pool, the Otterhound is
generally a healthy breed, but is subject to many of
the same complaints as all large, rapidly growing
dogs.

Common problems that can occur are elbow and hip
dysplasia, a malformation of the elbow and hip
joints. These are not always painful, but can cause
lameness and impair mobility, and result in arthritis.
Badly affected hounds should not be bred from, but
most Otterhounds have a poor hip and elbow score.
The problem can be reduced by making sure that
young Otterhounds do not jump down from high
places, go up and down the stairs or walk too much
In medieval England a huge otter population preyed
on very hard surfaces while bones are still growing.
on fish in rivers and stocked ponds. To protect this
This enables the muscles around the sockets to
valuable food source, packs of Otterhounds were kept strengthen and develop, providing more support.
by country squires and even kings. As a sport, otter
hunting was never as popular as the British gentry’s
Otterhounds have a predisposition to ear problems
cherished foxhunts, but it did help fill the spring and
(as can any breed with this type of ear) and a
summer months for sportsmen waiting for the fall
predisposition to gastric dilatation volvulus (bloat),
hunting season. Otterhound packs were so good at
due to their deep chest.
their work that river otters nearly went extinct and
hunting them was outlawed.
England a huge otter population preyed on fish
in rivers and stocked ponds. To protect this
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Otterhounds (Cont)
Published www.akc.org
And Wikipedia

Epilepsy and seizures are also known to affect the
breed, and can be hereditary. There is ongoing
research into the causes of epilepsy in Otterhounds.
[10]
For reasons currently unknown, epilepsy in
Otterhounds in the United States does not appear to
be fatal, while epilepsy found Otterhounds from the
United Kingdom is frequently untreatable, and is
usually fatal.

Endangered breed
There are an estimated 599 otterhounds in the
world. It is considered to be the most endangered
native breed in Britain, with only 41 new
registrations in 2016.[1] This is partly because
otterhounds have never been numerous, and even in
the early 20th century, when otter hunting as a sport
was at the height of its popularity, the number of
dogs was still small. They are on the list
of Vulnerable Native Breeds as identified by the
UK Kennel Club, and great efforts are being made
to save the breed.

Dog Quotes
“You see, sometimes in life, the best
thing for all that ails you has fur and
four legs.”
― Mark J. Asher
“Thorns may hurt you, men desert you,
sunlight turn to fog;
but you're never friendless ever, if
you have a dog.”
― Douglas Malloch
“A dog only got hurt if its love was
repudiated, intentional or not, though
it never had long to feel true sorrow in
response because it never held its love
back, regardless of reciprocation; the
dog just tried to love you more. No
other distractions such as work, home,
friendships, or lovers—just the
insistence of undying and unwavering
affection in the truest sense of the
word—asking for only a fraction of
what it gave.”
― Michael A. Ferro
“Dogs, I think, might be more
important than principles. They
provide love and loyalty when you need
them the most.”
― Kevin Hearne

april is a dog's dream
the soft grass is growing
the sweet breeze is blowing
the air all full of singing feels just right
so no excuses now
we're going to the park
to chase and charge and chew
and I will make you see
what spring is all about
BY MARILYN SINGER
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“You can tell a lot about a man by the
way he treats his dog....”
― Peary Perry,
“Dogs are loyal, patient, fearless,
forgiving, and capable of pure love.
Virtues that few people get through
life without abandoning, at least once.”
― M.K. Clinton,

Can dogs Eat Cinnamon?
August 31.2020

Published petmed.com

If you're baking up great-smelling snacks like
snickerdoodles, pumpkin pie or cinnamon buns,
it’s a safe bet that your dog is patiently waiting at
your feet in hopes of catching some crumbs.
But is cinnamon safe for dogs? Should you be
concerned if your pup scarfs down a piece of
cookie that fell on the floor, or if they helped
themselves to some cinnamon buns?

Keeping Your Dog Safe From Food Dangers
To be safe, only feed your pet foods and treats made
for just them, and don’t feed them seemingly
innocent table scraps.
Make sure that all houseguests and anyone who is
helping in the kitchen, especially, knows not to give
your pet any people food. Enlist them to keep an eye
out for fallen food that could be dangerous for your
pup.

Here’s what you need to know about dogs
eating cinnamon.
Is Cinnamon Bad for Dogs?
The simple answer is that cinnamon is nontoxic to
dogs, cats and horses, according to the ASPCA.
Of course, you don’t want to feed your dog table
scraps or foods that have a large quantity of
cinnamon, since this type of people food may
leave your pet with an upset stomach.
And while the cinnamon might not be toxic to
dogs, it’s likely that the same treat contains plenty
of other ingredients that are.
“Cinnamon isn’t toxic for dogs, but nutmeg can be
if consumed in large amounts,” says Dr. Ashley
Hughes, DVM. In excessive amounts, nutmeg
causes hallucinations and high heart rate in dogs.
Interestingly enough, it can have the same impact
on people.
Your recipe for a decadent treat also might
contain chocolate along with cinnamon, and
chocolate in any amount is an absolute no-no for
dogs.
And cinnamon buns are often made with raisins
and other ingredients that are toxic to dogs, such
as raisins or macadamia nuts, says Dr. Hughes.
If you want your dog to enjoy a treat, there are
plenty of dog biscuits that combine cinnamon with
other dog-safe ingredients,
like apples, turkey, sweet potatoes and pumpkin.
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“THE NEW DOG”
BY LINDA PASTAN
Into the gravity of my life,
the serious ceremonies
of polish and paper
and pen, has come
this manic animal
whose innocent disruptions
make nonsense
of my old simplicitiesas if I needed him
to prove again that after
all the careful planning,
anything can happen.

April Pet Holidays
and Veterinary
Awareness Days
Published petsit.com/2021

April Month-Long Celebrations

GGDFA Meetings—03/09/2021
Board meeting begins at 7:01pm.
Board Attendees: Marge Saucier, Kathy Davis,
Claire Hedrick, Denise Gaboury, Liz Mignin



Pet First Aid Awareness Month



Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Month

Read minutes from 02/09/2021 - unanimously
approved



Prevention of Lyme Disease in Dogs Month

Treasurer’s Report



National Heartworm Awareness Month



Canine Fitness Month

April Week-Long Celebrations
1-7: International Pooper Scooper Week
11-17: National Dog Bite Prevention Week
April Day Celebrations


April 10: National Hug Your Dog Day



April 11: National Pet Day



April 23: National Lost Dog Awareness Day



April 24: World Veterinary Day



April 25: National Pet Parents Day



April 26: National Kids and Pets Day



April 30: National Adopt a Shelter Pet Day



April 30: National Ther apy Animal Day

No transactions from the last month
Discussion about Paws on Parole
Claire will contact Hilary to see if the Paws on
Parole organization is still active in
Gainesville.
The club has donated to Paws on Parole in the
past, and will discuss at a later meeting
another donation this year.
Show Committee Report
Claire has received all necessary paperwork from
Susan and is currently processing it.

In 2020, we owed Lake Eustace Kennel Club
$5,602.03 (unconfirmed amount).
In 2021, the amount owed to Lake Eustace
Kennel Club will be determined after Claire
processes paperwork.
It is projected to be more expensive due
to covid regulations, judge’s dinner,
judge’s gifts, etc.
Nomination Committee Report
Nominations
President: Denise Gaboury
1st VP: Pam Rice
2nd VP: Kathy Davis
BOD: Marge Saucier, Claire Hedrick,
Susan Sutton, Jeremy White
Secretary: Liz Mignin
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GGDFA Meetings—03/09/2021 (cont)
Technology
Claire has been communicating with Barbara
Coping about the website.
Barbara has completed several pages
and has done an excellent job so
far.
Claire is planning to submit the
website to the board for approval
when completed.
Small bios for the BOD will be included on
the website.
Claire to compile these and send to
Barbara.
Unanimously approved
Discussion about updating the Facebook for
the club.
Liz and Claire will discuss in the
coming weeks and bring to the
board next month for further
discussion.

Discussion about getting involved with oncampus organizations and performing more
service activities to get the word out about the
club
Membership email list needs updated.
Once Doris collects all membership dues, the club
will make a decision about how to proceed.
First reading for Daniel Harloff and Naomi Nelson.
They have a ten-month-old otterhound, English
bulldog, and All-American dog, and they are
interested in conformation and tracking.
Susan moved to adjourn. Seconded by Kathy.
Meeting adjourned at 8:33pm.
Next board meeting will be 4/13/2021 at 6:45pm.
Next general body meeting will be 4/13/2021 at
7:30pm.
Respectfully submitted by Elizabeth (Liz) Mignin.

General Meeting
Seven members in attendance
Meeting called to order at 7:44pm
Nominations will remain the same.
No one from the general body nominated
anyone.

Vote will be next month.
Discussion about club involvement and growth of
membership
Cathy brought up the idea of having small get
-togethers at other shows throughout the
year.
Liz mentioned creating a club Instagram and
updating the club Facebook.
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Note: Elections will be held at the April meeting.

GGDFA Newsletter
c/o Claire Hedrick
514 NW 127th Street
Newberry, Fl 32669

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Secretary’s Notice of GGDFA Meetings
The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,
4/13—7:30 and the next Board Meeting will be the same
day 4/13 —7:00
Pending Pandemic rules we are trying to have ZOOM
Meetings. Info will be provided by Kathy Davis
April WILL HAVE A ZOOM MEETING set up.

Training Classes
LOCATION:
OAK HALL SCHOOL - Covered and lighted
Tower Road , Gainesville
Obedience/Rally classes— Thursdays 6:00 pm
With Denise Gaboury 316-4543
Conformation classes—Club is not offering at this time

Newsletter
The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers
and Board of Directors.
The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15 th of each month. Materials received
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability.
You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org.
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