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January Meeting
This year’s January meeting will be different as we are still dealing
with the virus.
The meeting will be held 01/12 at the Church location where we
should wear masks and use social distancing in the building.
We will also have a ZOOM Meeting set up by Kathy Davis!
Information will be sent out before the meeting.
The goals are to discuss the dog shows and volunteers or ideas for
handling upcoming meetings.

News From AKC
Published www.akc.org

Labrador Retriever History:
Behind The Breed
By Denise Flaim, November 20, 2020

America’s most popular dog breed took a
roundabout route to get here, crossing from this side
of the Atlantic to the other – and then back again.
The Labrador Retriever’s earliest origins are found
across our northern border, in the Canadian province
of Newfoundland. If that sounds a bit confusing to
geography buffs, that’s because it is: Yes, the
Labrador Territory after which the breed is named is
actually northwest of the island of Newfoundland.
And, yes, there already is another breed from
Newfoundland, called, logically enough, the
Newfoundland.
To sort through these seeming contradictions, we
have to rewind about 500 years, when enterprising
Europeans were finding their way to the Canadian
coastline.
Long before any European nation planted its flag on
Canadian territory, Spanish, French, Portuguese, and
English fishermen were venturing to its Atlantic
coast, presumably bringing their dogs with them.
These various breeds commingled on the huge but
isolated island, creating a land race that became
known as the St. John’s Dog, after the capital of
Newfoundland.
From St. John’s Water Dog to Labrador Retriever
The St. John’s Dog can no longer be found today,
save for the bronze statues that stand in Harbourside
Park in the city from which their name derived.
These dogs of Newfoundland came in various sizes,
the larger of which became the
eponymous Newfoundland, and the smaller one the
dog we are discussing here.
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In short order, these prototypical Labrador
Retrievers became well known for their infatuation
with water, and their skill operating in it. Working
in Newfoundland’s burgeoning fisheries, they
hauled nets and long lines, dived for cod that had
slipped off the hook, even retrieved the hats of
fishermen. The shorthaired dogs were reportedly
preferred over their longer-coated brethren, as the
ice did not accumulate on their water-resistant
coats. As a whole, these dogs were black, with
dramatic “tuxedo” markings on their faces, chests,
and legs.
Newfoundland’s fishermen were justifiably proud
of their dogs. So after their ships packed with
salted cod crossed the ocean and docked in Poole
on the southern English coast, they had their clever
dogs perform for the gathered crowds, having them
retrieve objects tossed into the water.
“These dogs are remarkable for their diving
powers,” wrote Irish dog authority H.D.
Richardson in 1847. “I saw one some years ago
with an officer, who was quartered at Portobello
Barracks, Dublin, which dived repeatedly to the
bottom of the canal, between the lochs, when full
of water, and fetched up such stones, etc., as were
thrown in.”
Eventually, the sale of these dogs became a
lucrative sideline for enterprising Canadian sailors,
and the St. John’s Dog became a popular export to
England. There, it was incorporated into various
dog lines, becoming the progenitor for all the
modern British retrievers, from Flat Coats to Curly
Coats.
One of the appreciative onlookers at those
harborside displays in Poole was the Earl of
Malmesbury, who concluded that the dogs would
excel at duck hunting at his Heron Court estate. In
short order a breeding program was established,
and it is due to this titled family that the early name
“Labrador Dog” became associated with the breed.
A Chance Meeting
While the Earl of Malmesbury may have had a
fuzzy understanding of Canadian geography, his
observations about his nascent breed were
extremely precise. In correspondence, he noted that
their coat “turns the water off like oil,” and made
mention of the “tail like an otter,” highlighting an
important breed feature that is prized to this day.

Labrador Retriever(cont)
Meanwhile, over in its homeland, the lesser St.
John’s Dog, as the breed was sometimes called,
was struggling for survival. During the 1800s, in
an effort to encourage sheep breeding, the
Newfoundland government imposed stiff taxes on
any dogs that were not used for herding and
tending. In a finishing blow delivered from the
other side of the ocean, in 1885 British legislators
enacted long quarantines on any imported dogs in
an effort to control rabies, causing the transAtlantic dog dealing to slow to less than a trickle.
The Malmesburys weren’t the only English nobles
to be fascinated with these Canadian-derived
sporting dogs. The dukes of both Buccleuch and
Home in Scotland also imported Labrador dogs
from Newfoundland, attempting with great
difficulty to keep their bloodlines pure.
A chance meeting between these families in the
1880s cemented the breed’s survival. While
visiting a sick aunt in England, the sixth Duke of
Buccleuch and the 12th Duke of Home attended a
waterfowl shoot at Heron Court. Impressed with
the performance of the Malmesbury dogs, they
discovered that their dogs shared similar
bloodlines. The third Earl of Malmesbury sent two
dogs – Ned and Avon – to Buccleuch in Scotland,
helping to create the foundation of the modern
breed. (After a modern-day brush with extinction,
Buccleuch Labradors are still being bred to this
day.) Later dogs from other bloodlines produced
both chocolate and yellow puppies, and though
these weren’t valued in the breed’s early years,
they eventually came to be accepted by all the
world’s kennel clubs.
A telling anecdote survives of “Brandy,” a St.
John’s Dog imported by the 5th Duke of
Buccleuch and his brother, Lord John Scott. On
the trip across the Atlantic, Brandy jumped into
the rough waters to retrieve the cap of a crew
member, and was forced to swim for two hours
before he could be taken back aboard. Exhausted
but resilient, Brandy was finally revived after
being given doses of the liquor for which he was
named.

GGDFA Newsletter — January 2021

As for the St. John’s Dogs left back in
Newfoundland, there were no such heroic rescue
efforts. The breed dwindled until the late 1970s,
when two surviving dogs were discovered in a
remote area of the island. Despite the fact that one
of them was named Lassie, they were both males in
their teens, and there were no females to which they
could be bred. They were the last St. John’s Dogs
ever recorded.
But their gentle temperaments, enthusiasm for
retrieving, and supernatural affinity for water
survive in today’s Labrador Retrievers.

News From AKC (Cont)

New Year's Dog Blessing!

Published www.akc.org

American Kennel Club Updates on COVID19 Pandemic
Please see the following message from the
AKC Board of Directors and AKC Staff:
Covid-19: Participating in Dog Sports
The American Kennel Club continues to
encourage each of its 5,000 clubs to adhere to
federal, state and local restrictions pertaining
to minimizing the spread of COVID-19. As
states gradually begin to reopen, we
strongly urge clubs to follow every regulation
for large gatherings. We support each club’s
informed decision to reschedule, postpone or
cancel their respective events, as well as
support clubs ready to hold events in
municipalities that are open and permit
gatherings.
In an ongoing effort to assist event chairs and
organizers, the Sports and Events Department
has been working on suggested guidelines for
best health practices to be used when the
resumption of our sports is possible, as well as
assisting events with date checks, Judges
assignments, conflicts, etc. The guidelines will
be made available in the coming weeks.
For accurate and timely information, please
visit:

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advicefor-public
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

We will continue to monitor the situation and
any developments.
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Published : the dog files.com

The Dog Files wishes you a wonderful new
year filled with slobbery wet kisses, furry
bellies to rub and the hope for a day when
EVERYONE treats man’s best friend with
the love, care and respect that they deserve,
Happy New Year!


May your cup runneth over with love.



May you always make the right moves.



May you always find shelter from any storm.



May you continue looking good.



May you find the perfect diet for your soul.



May you find balance in the company you keep.



May you have as much fun as you can before
someone makes you stop



May the worst thing that happens to you be

slobbery wet kisses.


May you manage to make time for a nap



May all the new folks you meet be interesting
and kind.



May you always know when to walk away and
know when to run.



And may your friends always bring you joy

Can Dogs Eat Popcorn

By Melvin Pensa,
Published DOGSTER.COM

While I was aware that there are many varieties of
maize — you call it “corn” — I had no idea until I
began researching this piece that popcorn is its own
unique strain of the staple grain. Popping corn,
scientifically known as Zea mays everta, originated in
the Americas, and was grown and consumed from
Mexico to Peru for many thousands of years prior to
the arrival of European colonists. With its tough and
hardy kernels, popcorn is certainly one of the most
enduring of all treats.
But is popcorn safe for our dogs to eat? If so, what is
the safest configuration or preparation style for dogs?
Are there additional reservations we should harbor, or
any special risks we should be aware of before tossing
a handful to our dogs or puppies? Let’s examine
whether popcorn is okay for dogs to eat and in what
ways it best suits them.
Is popcorn healthy for dogs?
This is the question of the day, and the answer lies in
the particular modes of preparation and in how it is
served. In itself, and in moderate amounts, popcorn is
an extremely healthy food, both for humans and dogs.
Air-popped corn, so that the flakes, as individual units
are called, has high nutritional value. Popcorn
contains natural dietary fiber, which aids digestion by
easing the movement of waste through the intestines.
Popcorn also contains very small amounts of the B
vitamins riboflavin and thiamine, both useful to visual
apparatus, digestion, and maintaining energy levels.
There’s really not enough of either to make a huge
difference to your dog’s overall health or well-being,
but neither are they harmful. Fresh and unseasoned
popcorn is also a source of iron and protein.
Naturally, dogs derive more benefit from proteins
found in meat, but again, in small amounts, proteins
from popcorn are not detrimental to their health.
Other strains of corn and cornmeal are typical
ingredients in commercially available dog food,
meant to supplement and fill out kibbles. These other
kinds of corn, boiled and removed from the cob, are
likewise safe for dogs to eat in moderation.
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Preparation and additives change the game
Air-popped popcorn is a light and natural treat,
which both human and dog can enjoy. In its more
common and, to many, more appealing variations,
however, popcorn is far less salutary to a dog’s
digestion. One doesn’t often encounter dogs at
movie theatres or art-house cinemas, but the massproduced popcorn sold at these venues is more of
a health risk to dogs and owners than a boon.
Popped in industrial machines in heavy oils and
covered in salt and butter-flavoring solutions, the
popcorn you get at a film, your local ballpark,
fairground, or street festival tends to be so
saturated in additives and chemicals as to negate
all nutritional value in the corn itself. Butter and
salt, to the degree they’re present in the popcorn
sold by vendors and ingested in sufficient
quantities, can lead to diarrhea, due to the butter,
and dehydration, excessive thirst, and kidney
damage, due to the salt.
Microwave popcorn is just as bad. The average
healthy adult dog should get no more than 10mg
of sodium per pound of body weight per day.
According to Consumer Reports, the most
common brands of microwave popcorn contain
anywhere from 150-300mg per serving! The
gentleman in the photo above is priming his dog
for digestive upset and salt toxicity.
Keep it light and poppin’ fresh
Similar dangers present themselves in other
popcorn variants, from kettle corn and Cracker
Jack to caramel corn and cheddar cheese popcorn
in the snack aisle at the grocery store. While the
mere mention of these festive and flavorful snack
treats is enough to invoke happy memories of
childhood, none of these is at all good for my dog
or yours. Excessive sweeteners, flavorings, and
chemical preservatives make each of these
popcorn varieties health hazards for our dogs.
If you want to share popcorn with your dog, stick
to unseasoned, air-popped popping corn. If you
feel you must season it at all and still want to share
with your puppy pal, a very light dash of
nutritional yeast is all the flavoring you need.

5 Signs your Dog is Stressed
Published Petmd.com

Is your dog acting unusual? Perhaps he or she
seems overly anxious or depressed. Stress is more
common in dogs than you may think. Even
worse, stress can negatively impact your dog's
health. Here are five common signs of stress and
anxiety in dogs to help you identify it and seek
help quickly.
1. Diarrhea, Constipation, or other Digestive
Issue
Although they are more commonly attributed to
disease or food intolerance, gastrointestinal
issues such as diarrhea and constipation can also
be brought on by anxiety. Speak to your
veterinarian if the diarrhea, constipation, or other
digestive issue is abnormally severe, especially if
it has lasted longer than 24 hours or if the
diarrhea is bloody. Blood in the vomit and/or
stool can be an indicator of a food borne illness.
2. Decrease in Appetite
Dogs don't go on fasts or diets like we do, so it's
important to consult a veterinarian if your pet
suddenly loses interest in food or stops eating
altogether. It could be due to stress or to an
underlying health condition, including anorexia,
which can cause your dog to refuse to eat totally
and its food intake to decrease so much that it
leads to drastic
weight loss .

problems, tumors, diarrhea and severe dehydration,
hypothyroidism, anaemia and poisoning, among
others.
5. Aggression Toward People or Other Animals
Aggressive actions toward animals or people can be a
sign of a stressed or sick dog. Consult your
veterinarian or a veterinary behaviorist before the
problem gets worse. Many aggressive signs are
accompanied by a fearful body posture and facial
expression, and with submissive behavior. Treatment
for aggresion focuses behavior management
techniques to assist the dog with its anxiety and
anger. Devices such as muzzles can also be effective
when the dog is away from home, with all treatment
being focused on preventing injury to humans, other
animals, and to the dog.
How to Help a Stressed Out Dog?
If your dog's behavior changes suddenly in any way,
schedule an appointment with your veterinarian. He
or she can rule out any underlying medical issues as
well as make recommendations to help lower your
dog's stress level. Here are some tips for helping to
alleviate anxiety in your dog:
Play/exercise with your dog regularly - Physical
activities like a game of fetch or a walk around the
block are a great stress reducer for dogs.

Create a safe zone - Set apart an area in your home
for your dog to escape high-stress events like
thunderstorms and parties. Provide your dog with a
favorite "security blanket" such as a toy and visit your
3. Isolation
dog often. If possible, stay with him until the highSome dogs like some alone time now and then.
stress event has passed. Your presence is a great
However, a dog that is constantly isolating him or reassurance to him or her.
herself from other pets or people may be
suffering from anxiety or a sickness. Your
Choose a high quality dog food - Your dog's diet is an
veterinarian can help you identify the cause of
integral part of his health and wellbeing. Providing
this strange behavior.
your dog with a
diet that is not properly balanced for his or her life
4. Increased Sleeping
stage and lifestyle may cause unforeseen
By now you will have become accustomed to
repercussions that may lead to anxiety and stress.
your dog's sleeping schedule. Speak with your
veterinarian if your dog is sleeping more than
usual or seems overly lethargic. Lethargy is often
the first symptom that a dog is sick, injured or
traumatized. It can also be a symptom of
conditions including diabetes, heart and liver
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January Pet Holidays and Veterinary
Awareness Days

Published amcny.org/2021

Awareness Months
Walk Your Pet Month
National Train Your Dog Month
Unchain a Dog Month
Holidays and Awareness Days
January 5 | National Bird Day
January 14 | National Dress Up Your Pet Day
January 20 | Penguin Awareness Day
January 21 | Squirrel Appreciation Day
January 22 | National Answer Your Cat’s
Question Day
January 24 | Change a Pet’s Life Day
January 29 | Seeing-Eye Guide Dog
Anniversary

Dogs Best Friend Quotes
Many famous people throughout history,
including authors, actors, artists and more, have
commented on the special relationship we have
with dogs. These following quotes reflect on the
nature of having a dog and why it creates such a
beautiful friendship.
“Animals are such agreeable friends.
They ask no questions, they pass no
criticisms.”
― George Elliot
“To his dog, every man is Napoleon;
hence the constant popularity of dogs.”
― Aldous Huxley
“No one appreciates the very special
genius of your conversation as the dog
does.”
― Christopher Morley
“A dog is the only thing on earth that
loves you more than he loves himself.”
― Josh Billings
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Planning Ahead

We are still planning to have our dog show
in January. Arvind is our show chairman
again this year. Thank you Arvind.
Email: housepassport1@gmail.com /
Phone: 321-262-7601

Need to find out who can volunteer days of
the show—January 30-31. Especially Gate.
We may need extra help as some of our
members may be COVID compromised.

A list will be sent out next week with the
list of folks that have volunteered already
THANK YOU!

GGDFA Newsletter
c/o Claire Hedrick
514 NW 127th Street
Newberry, Fl 32669

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Secretary’s Notice of GGDFA Meetings
The next General Meeting of the GGDFA will be Tuesday,
1/12—7:30 and the next Board Meeting will be the same
day 1/12 —6:30
Pending Pandemic rules we are trying to have ZOOM
Meetings. Info will be provided by Kathy Davis
JAN WILL HAVE A ZOOM METTING set up.

Training Classes
LOCATION:
OAK HALL SCHOOL - Covered and lighted
Tower Road , Gainesville
Obedience/Rally classes— Thursdays 6:00 pm
With Denise Gaboury 316-4543
Conformation classes—Club is not offering at this time

Newsletter
The views and opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Newsletter Editor or those of the GGDFA Officers
and Board of Directors.
The editor reserves the right to edit or withhold copy that which may be detrimental to the standards of this publication. The
deadline for submission of articles, announcements, and brags to the newsletter is the 15 th of each month. Materials received
after that date will appear in the following month’s publication, depending upon space availability.
You can email the editor at claire@ggdfa.org.
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